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ACTS 1

Acts 1:1-9
He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature" (Mark 16:15).

While speaking to the Radio Bible Class staff at a chapel service, John De Vries of Bibles For India told what might have happened
when Jesus entered heaven immediately following His ascension.

The angels, rejoicing that Christ's mission on earth had been completed, gathered to welcome Him home. They were eager to know
who would have the privilege of proclaiming to the world the good news that Christ had been born, had lived, had died, and had
risen from the dead to provide salvation from sin. In fact, the angels were hoping they themselves would be given the honor. So they
were greatly disappointed and amazed when Jesus looked down to earth and pointed to the tiny group of followers He had just left
behind. "Those are the ones | want to be My witnesses," Jesus announced. "l have given to them the commission to go into all the



world and preach the gospel. They have experienced the thrill and reality of redemption from sin; they are to be My messengers!"

The torch of the gospel, handed to those early followers of Christ, has been passed down through the generations until today it is in
our hands. The responsibility of proclaiming that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners is ours to fulfill.

Angels might long for the privilege of telling the world about Christ, but they have not experienced the joy of forgiveness and the
hope of glory. That's why the task has been entrusted to us. —R. W. De Haan (Our Daily Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand

Rapids. MI. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

Our only real excuse for living in this world
is to be witnesses for Jesus Christ. —Sweeting

Acts 1:8

Missionary Keith Gustafson was forced to leave the Congo because of the civil war that erupted in 1997. He reported that as the
fighting spread, people in the remote area where he lived knew that soldiers were approaching because of the message of the
drums. Down the trails and along the riverbanks came the chilling drumbeat that warned of danger.

The drums of the Congo are also used to alert the tribes when there's been a death, to announce a birth, or to call a meeting. They
serve as a general news alert; a messenger follows up with additional information.

We have the opportunity to deliver a news alert to the people with whom we come in contact every day. Our manner of speech and
our moral standards can help prepare the way to share the gospel. We can follow up our general testimony with the specific
message of the gospel. —D. C. Egner (Our Daily Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries. Grand Rapids. MI. Reprinted by permission. All

rights reserved)

THEY WITNESS BEST
WHO WITNESS WITH THEIR LIVES
AND THEIR LIPS.

Acts 1:8

An insurance company sponsored a conference at its huge, national headquarters building in New York City. Agents from all over the
country attended. During the convention, one of the delegates from a western state sold insurance to a barber, an elevator operator,
and a restaurant employee—all three of whom had worked in that headquarters building for years. That “out of stater” wrote those
policies because the local staffers had neglected to do their “homework.”

Acts 1:8
Our Source of Power (by Warren Wiersbe)

Anointing oil speaks of the presence and the working of the Holy Spirit in our lives. All believers have received the anointing of the
Spirit (1 John 2:20, 27), and therefore we ought to be “a fragrance of Christ” to the Heavenly Father (2 Cor. 2:15). The more we are
like Jesus Christ in character and conduct, the more we please our Father; and the more we please Him, the more He can bless and
use us for His glory.

| once heard Dr. A. W. Tozer say,

“If God were to take the Holy Spirit out of this world, much of what the church is doing would go right on; and
nobody would know the difference.”

We have so much in human resources available to the church today that we manage to “serve the Lord” without the unction of the
Holy Spirit working in our lives. But is that what God wants?

While here on earth, Jesus lived His life and did His work through the anointing of the Holy Spirit (Luke 4:16—19). If the spotless Son
of God needed the Spirit's power, how much more do we! Do we dare pray in the energy of the flesh when the Spirit is present to
assist us (Rom. 8:26; Eph. 2:18)? Do we try to witness for Christ without asking the Spirit to help us (Acts 1:8)? Can we fellowship
with our Lord in His Word apart from the ministry of the Spirit of God (Eph. 1:15-23; 3:14—21)? - Warren Wiersbe

Acts 1:8
F B Meyer

Ye shall be my witnesses.
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How different this function, entrusted to the apostles, to that assumed by the self-styled priests of our time, who claim the power to
repeat the sacrifice of Calvary, and to absolve the penitent from his sins! The Master did not say that his followers were to become
sacrificing priests, but witnesses to what He had done and would do.

Looking to Jesus is the condition of witness-bearing — How else can we bear witness of Him? As we behold Him we shall reflect
Him; and as we reflect Him we shall be changed into the same image from glory to glory, as by the Lord the Spirit (2 Corinthians
3:18, r.v.). It will not involve strenuous effort to witness to Jesus, if we are living in fellowship with Him. Light is self-revealing. In
infinitesimal touches and expressions the light we are catching from Him will gleam forth, and men will unconsciously be led U
believe in Him who has made us what we are.

Witness-bearing must spread through successive circles of influence — like the circling wavelets from a stone flung into the midst of
a calm mountain lake. Some think they could witness in the uttermost ends of the earth, but they neglect the Jerusalem of the home.
Those who begin here will be led almost unconsciously forward to the Judaea of their relatives, and the Samaria of their near
neighborhood, and so to the further boundary.

For witnessing we have supreme power. — If even your testimony is demanded, claim the power for the emergency. It is certainly at
hand, and within reach. The hand of faith, the opened heart, may surely receive not a power, an attribute merely, but the Spirit,
whose attribute of power certainly accompanies Him. Not It, but He. - Meyer, F. B. Our Daily Homily

Acts 1:15
And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples (Acts 1:15).

Remorse deprives many Christians of the joy that should be theirs. A man in his middle years has withdrawn from the people in his
church because he feels so bad about his past infidelity—a sin that broke up his home. An elderly woman needs counseling from
time to time because she can't forget an affair she had more than fifty years ago. A young woman sees a psychiatrist because she
can't forgive herself for having had an abortion. Each of these people is now a Christian, but each is paralyzed at times by remorse
over the past.

If anyone ever had good reason for allowing the memory of a grievous sin to put him on the shelf, it was Peter. He had been such a
coward. He had fled Gethsemane at Christ's arrest, and then denied three times that he knew the Lord Jesus. Later, he felt so bad
that he wept bitterly. Yet he did not allow his remorse over past failures to make him ineffective in his service for Christ. He accepted
the Lord's forgiveness, and he received new hope from Jesus' commission, "Feed my sheep." In Acts 1:15 we find him back in his
role as the leader of the disciples. By taking Jesus' words of forgiveness to heart and by forgiving himself, he put the past under the
blood of Christ.

As believers, when we confess our sin, we can leave it with Christ and forget it. Then we can move on to find a new way to serve
Him. We need never let remorse remove our joy. —H. V. Lugt (Our Daily Bread. Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, ML.

Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

Christians should seek to erase from their memory
the sins God has erased from their record.

Acts 1:1-11.
TODAY IN THE WORD

In 1773, the young pastor of a poor church in Wainsgate, England, was called to a large and influential church in London. John
Fawcett was a powerful preacher and writer, and these skills had brought him this opportunity. But as the wagons were being loaded
with the Fawcetts’ few belongings, their people came for a tearful farewell.

During the good-byes, Mary Fawcett cried, “John, | cannot bear to leave!”

“Nor can |,” he replied. “We shall remain here with our people.” The wagons were unloaded, and John Fawcett spent his entire fifty-
four-year ministry in Wainsgate.

Out of that experience, Fawcett wrote the beautiful hymn, “Blest Be the Tie that Binds.” If Jesus’ eleven disciples had known that
song, they surely would have sung it on the occasion recorded in these opening verses of the book of Acts. They would have tried
anything to keep Jesus from leaving them.

We know from John 16:6 that the disciples were “filled with grief” at the Last Supper when Jesus announced He was leaving them.
Forty days had passed since His resurrection (Acts 1:3). Maybe their anxiety had been forgotten. Whatever the case, the disciples
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were hoping for a kingdom (v. 6), not a gospel commission.

But a commission is exactly what Jesus gave them. Verse 8 is not only a principle of ministry that is still in force today. It is also a
concise outline of Acts, describing the birth and growth of a new program in God’s eternal plan—the church.

The spread of the gospel and the growth of the church will be our focus this month as we begin an exciting trip through the book of
Acts. This book is volume two of Luke’s inspired writings (v. 1; cf. Luke 1:1-4). He saw the events of Acts as a continuation of Jesus’
ministry, and that’s the way we should see them too.

APPLY THE WORD

The disciples’ hearts probably sank when they heard Jesus say, “Wait” (v. 4). “Wait” has never been a very popular word. Most of us
hate to wait, because it seems that nothing is happening while we’re sitting on our hands. But waiting is not only a good spiritual
discipline for us; it's also one of God’s answers to prayer.

Acts 1:6-11
This same Jesus... will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven. - Acts 1:11
TODAY IN THE WORD

History is filled with the record of famous returns. In February, 1815, the emperor Napoleon returned from a brief exile on the island
of Elba to regain control of France. On October 20, 1944, General Douglas MacArthur waded ashore at Leyte in the Philippines in
fulfillment of his famous promise, "'l shall return."" And on a lesser scale, we have seen politicians and other public figures revive
their careers after major setbacks. Even the sports world recognizes and celebrates athletes who win ""comeback player of the

year" awards.

But all of these fade into nothingness when compared with the promise and hope of Jesus' return. Jesus had told His troubled
disciples, "'l will come back and take you to be with me™ (John 14:3). He had assured His accusers in the Sanhedrin: ""In the future
you will see the Son of Man... coming on the clouds of heaven™ (Matt. 26:64).

And in a final word of assurance, the angels told the watching disciples that Jesus would come back exactly as He had ascended.

The ascension of Christ is the third essential element of the gospel that Paul lists in 1 Corinthians 15. Christ ""was raised on the third
day according to the Scriptures"" (v. 4). Just as Jesus' burial proved He had actually died, so His ascension testified to the reality of
His resurrection.

The Gospel writers and Paul add that the risen Christ appeared to believers on a number of occasions in the forty days between His
resurrection and ascension.

Paul's reference to his own experience with the resurrected Christ is unique (1 Cor. 15:8). Since Paul is probably referring to his
Damascus road conversion (Acts 9), this means that Jesus' appearance to Paul was not only post-resurrection, but post-ascension.

Chronologically, of course, the ascension of Christ is not part of the seven remarkable days from Palm Sunday to Easter. But our
study of Holy Week would not be complete without this climactic event and the wonderful promise attached to it: Jesus will return!

APPLY THE WORD
The hope and certainty of Jesus' return are as real today as they were on the day our resurrected Lord ascended back to heaven.

As believers in Jesus Christ, then, we are called to live each day in light of Christ's soon return. One thing this hope should do for us
is to keep us from getting too attached to the temporary ""stuff"" we own. So today, let's do a brief ""reality check™ of our discipleship
by considering these questions. Are you holding your earthly possessions with an open hand before the Lord? Is there something
He cannot take without upsetting your world? Do you own anything that has become more valuable to you than the hope of Christ's
return?

Acts 1:1-9
You will be my witnesses ... to the ends of the earth. - Acts 1:8
TODAY IN THE WORD

Raised in the Philippines, Lenardo (Nard) Pugyao trusted Christ at age fourteen after reading the Gospel of Mark in his own
language. Later, he left for high school in the back seat of a missionary airplane, and was himself led into the field of missionary
aviation. He graduated from Moody in 1975.



Nearly twenty years after reading the Gospel of Mark for the first time, Nard piloted the plane that carried the first five hundred
copies of the complete New Testament translated into his native tongue. “As | circled over the village,” Nard says, “l knew that down
there, underneath those coconut groves, that's where God formed me. | said, 'God, look at that little hut. That's where you formed

me in secret. What a privilege, now I'm carrying your Word back to my own people.

Nard Pugyao and other missionary aviators around the globe are a vital part of fulfilling the Great Commission. The version
recounted here in Acts is spoken just before the Ascension, meaning that these are the last words spoken by Jesus on earth.

It's interesting to note that they were spoken in response to a question about the kingdom (v. 6), about which Christ had been
preaching since His Resurrection (v. 3). The disciples wanted to know God'’s timetable for history—Jesus’ promise of the Holy Spirit
had led them to wonder if the end times were near, since prophecy often linked or blended the two (see, e.g., Joel 2:28-32).

Jesus’ answer, in effect, was that this was not their business. Following the empowering arrival of the Holy Spirit, they were to be
Christ’s witnesses throughout the world. As we saw in Matthew, the proclamation of the gospel was to start in Jerusalem and expand
outward to nearby regions, finally reaching “the ends of the earth” (v. 8). This could be an “outline” of the book of Acts, following the
spread of the gospel from Jerusalem (ch. 1-7) to Judea and Samaria (ch. 8-9) to the rest of the known world at that time (ch. 10—
28).

APPLY THE WORD

Numerous ethnic groups around the world do not yet have God’s Word in their own language, or any gospel witness at all. Today,
please pray for such unreached people groups, and for the many organizations and missionaries who are working to reach them
with the gospel.

Acts 1:7
TODAY IN THE WORD

In the late 1980s, Korean pastor Lee Jang-rim predicted that Christ would return on October 28, 1992. Thousands of his followers
sold their houses in preparation. When the date passed uneventfully, some committed suicide. Lee was later imprisoned for stealing
$4 million from his parishioners. A few years later, predictions of Christ's return abounded in anticipation of the Hale-Bopp comet in
1997. Nearly a century earlier, Charles Taze Russell, the founder of Jehovah's Witnesses, used intricate Bible studies to claim that
Christ would return in 1910, which he later changed to 1914, and then again to 1929.

Since Christ's ascension, there's been no shortage of predictions of the year—or in some cases, the very hour—of His return.
Today's passage cautions against such efforts. As we saw in yesterday's study, believers are to be encouraged by the certainty that
the Lord is coming back for His own, even if all the details of that glorious event aren't as clear as we might wish.

Verse 1 indicates that Paul had taught about this before. There may have been some false teachers in Thessalonica who claimed
that the day of the Lord had already taken place. Others were claiming that there wasn't anything to worry about, perhaps denying
any final judgment, preaching “peace and safety.” The mention of the thief indicates that the day of the Lord is associated with
judgment, just as it is in the Old Testament (see Amos 5:18-20 and Zeph. 1:14-18).

Many scholars believe that Christians will be raptured before the events described in this passage. Others claim that believers will be
raptured either during or after these terrible events. But Scripture is clear that no one will be able to predict the exact time at which
the Lord will return. Yesterday's passage shows that it will be a glorious event for believers; today's passage adds that it will be
destruction for those who have rejected Him.

TODAY ALONG THE WAY

Concerning the Lord's return, we must be careful to avoid two extremes. The first is to become preoccupied with efforts to determine
a precise time and date. The second is to think so little about this event that nothing in our daily lives is impacted. Consider for a
moment what changes you would make in your life if the Lord were to return next week ... or today. As we'll see tomorrow, wise
believers live as if the Lord might return any day.

Acts 1:1-11
Go and make disciples of all nations. - Matthew 28:19
TODAY IN THE WORD

According to the 2005 Baylor Religion Study, 79.1 percent of Christians said that they had not shared their faith with a stranger
during the previous month. This reflects the uneasiness that many Christians feel about evangelism. Many don't know what to say or



worry about offending people. If you can identify with these sentiments, you're not alone. Yet both Matthew's Gospel and today's
passage make it clear that Jesus commissioned His followers for this very purpose—to be His witnesses.

The book of Acts—our focus for September—is filled with great encouragement for sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Throughout our study, we'll find numerous summaries of the gospel, compelling examples of evangelism, and winsome role models.
We'll see the amazing ways in which the gospel spreads and transforms everything in its path.

Recording the gospel's power was one of Luke's primary purposes for writing Acts. In his Gospel, Luke tells Theophilus (who may
have funded Luke's work) that he's writing an account of Jesus' life so that Theophilus might be certain of what he's been taught
(Luke 1:4). In “volume two,” Luke summarizes where he left off (see Luke 24:44-53) and assures Theophilus of the many
“convincing proofs” that affirm Jesus' resurrection (Acts 1:3). Although Luke himself wasn't an eyewitness of Jesus' post-resurrection
appearances, his written record rests solidly on eyewitness testimony.

Luke next records how Jesus instructed His disciples to wait for the promised Holy Spirit. It would only be through the Spirit that the
disciples could be Jesus' witnesses to the ends of the earth.

The disciples' question (v. 6) shows how deeply they longed for the physical restoration of God's kingdom on earth. Yet Jesus'
answer is a good reminder that God alone knows the timing of His plans. Even the disciples had to be warned against speculating
about the future. Instead, both they, and we, can know with certainty the most important thing—that Jesus is coming back (v. 11)!

APPLY THE WORD

Many Christians have thought a lot about the resurrection, but not as much about Jesus' ascension. Yet knowing that Jesus now sits
at the right hand of the Father, has complete authority over every evil power (see Eph. 1:19-21), and is currently interceding on our
behalf (see Heb. 7:25), fills us with assurance as we share the gospel. And until His glorious return, we've been given the Holy
Spirit, who emboldens us to bear witness to the risen Lord Jesus, and works through our fears and failures.

Acts 1:1-11
But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. - 1Thessalonians 5:4
TODAY IN THE WORD

The remarkable sales of the Left Behind series, written by Tim LaHaye and Jerry B. Jenkins, have put a spotlight on both the interest
and anxiety many feel about the return of Christ. The results of a recent poll posted on the series' Web site www.leftbehind.com
revealed that nearly 50 percent of the respondents were “anxiously awaiting” Christ's return. Three out of ten said that they hoped
Christ would return in their lifetime—but not yet. Two out of ten said that they were unprepared and were afraid that they would be
left behind when Jesus Christ returns for His church.

We should not be surprised at such interest. Jesus' own disciples were curious about the events that would lead up to the
establishment of His kingdom. Meeting with Him on the Mount of Olives not long after the Resurrection, they asked whether the time
had come to restore the kingdom to Israel (Acts 1:6). This question was not prompted by idle speculation. Jesus' disciples had a
personal stake in the matter. During His earthly ministry, Jesus had promised the apostles that He would confer upon them a
kingdom and that they would each sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel (Luke 22:30).

The fact that Jesus did not give a precise date when responding to the disciples' question does not mean that we should ignore the
subject of Christ's return. Today's verse reminds us that when that day arrives, it shouldn't come as a surprise to us. But if we are
not to know the times or the dates, which have been placed under the Father's authority, how can we avoid being taken by surprise?
The answer is found in Jesus' charge to be His witnesses by the power of the Spirit (v. 8). This is more than a command; ultimately it
is a promise. Those who follow Jesus are called to be living demonstrations of the reality of His power and authority as they wait for
Him to return. We are not waiting passively, but rather we are to keep our focus on His return through our active lives of purpose to
bring glory to God.

APPLY THE WORD

We do not need to know the day or the time of Christ's return because we are to live every day with the expectation that He might
return for us today. As we work and wait for that day to arrive, we can learn more about what the Bible teaches about the second
coming of Christ. For a theological treatment of the subject, ask for Understanding Endtime Prophecy: A Comprehensive Approach
by Paul Benware (Moody Publishers) at your local Christian bookstore.

Acts 1:1-14

You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you; and you will be my witnesses. - Acts 1:8



TODAY IN THE WORD

An American student going to Britain’s Oxford University for graduate study went to see the poet T. S. Eliot. As his visitor was about
to leave, Eliot said, “Forty years ago | went to Oxford. Now, what advice can | give you?” The student waited breathlessly for a
profound insight from the great poet, only to hear, “Have you any long underwear?”

You may have heard a lot of practical advice concerning the new year. But for profound insights on how to live, we must dig into the
timeless wisdom of God’s Word.

That's the best way to begin this new era, which we hope will also be a time of some new beginnings for you in your Christian life.
We want to talk about new beginnings this month by studying the book of Acts and the founding of the church. This is really the
beginning of our story, because the history of Christ’s body is still being written today.

The book of Acts is actually volume two of Luke’s biblical writings (v. 1; cf. Luke 1:1-4), since he saw the events of Acts as a
continuation of Jesus’ ministry. Biblical research and archaeology have confirmed that Luke was a very accurate historian.

We will approach this study topically, rather than try to cover every verse in the book. Our purpose is to deal with only those events
that helped establish and expand the church.

Jesus’ ascension set the stage for the church’s birth. It was forty days after His resurrection (v. 3), and now that the Lord was alive
the disciples were hoping for a kingdom (v. 6).

But they received a commission instead. Today’s verse is not only a great principle of ministry. It is also a concise outline of the
events in Acts, tracking the growth of the church.

The disciples may not have felt ready for a ministry “to the ends of the earth,” but they soon would be. As Jesus was taken from
them, they heard the angels’ promise of His return in the clouds. With that assurance, the apostles and the other believers went
back to Jerusalem to pray and wait.

APPLY THE WORD
The very name “Acts” suggests doing something, yet this book of action begins with Jesus’ command to wait (v. 4).

The world has been waiting for this first day of the new millennium for several years, but the kind of waiting Jesus was talking about
is very different. It's the waiting of an obedient disciple listening for the Lord’s direction. Maybe it would be good for us to begin this
year by asking the Lord to show us what He wants us to learn. Then we have to wait for the answer.

Acts 1:9; Hebrews 4:14-1
TODAY IN THE WORD

Taxes are due in a month and a day! Those who have complicated financial affairs or who find government regulations difficult to
understand may hire an accountant or a tax service to calculate their taxes for them.

One benefit of having an expert fill out your tax forms is that in case of an IRS audit, that person or agency will represent you before
the auditor or in tax court. He will speak on your behalf, bringing his superior knowledge to bear on your side and in your defense.

That's what Christ, our great high priest, is doing right now for us. With knowledge of our situation and our humanness, He is
interceding on our behalf (Heb. 4:14-16).

The truth of the Savior's ascension back into heaven and His present ministry at the Father's right hand is a priceless blessing and
comfort to God's people. We began the month with Jesus' promise that He was going back to the ""Father's house™ to prepare a
place for us. His ascension was the first step in the fulfillment of that promise.

After the dramatic moment in which Jesus was taken up into heaven while the apostles looked on, His presence and ministry
dominate Scripture's references to heaven. For believers, the knowledge of Jesus' ministry in heaven is a source of encouragement
and a spur to holy living. For example, as Stephen was being stoned for his witness, he saw heaven open and Jesus standing at
God's right hand (Acts 7:55-56)--a profound comfort to a suffering saint.

The writer of Hebrews uses the high priestly work of Jesus in heaven as an encouragement for believers to be faithful. And Paul
reminds us that we will appear before Christ in heaven to give an account of our Christian lives and to receive rewards for
faithfulness (2 Cor. 5:10).

TODAY ALONG THE WAY



The fact that Jesus is now in heaven at His Father's right hand should make a difference in your life today.

Scripture says Jesus stands ready to intercede for you with God the Father (Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:24-25). He carries you on His heart
the way the Old Testament priests carried the names of Israel's tribes on their garments when they went before God.

Acts 1:12-26

If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. - James
1:5

TODAY IN THE WORD

Waiting is never easy, but God can use waiting to accomplish great things. Following Jesus’ ascension, the disciples returned to
Jerusalem and waited--just as Jesus had commanded them (Acts 1:4). They didn’t know how long they would have to wait, and as it
turned out, it was only ten days.

Acts 1:14 tells us that Jesus’ followers prayed while they were waiting for God to reveal what would happen next. Notice how they
prayed: in a unified way and constantly. Recall from yesterday’s study that Jesus had prayed for the unity of His followers. We see
that prayer being answered. Only lives transformed by Jesus could have enabled a Jewish political activist like Simon to be unified in
prayer with a Roman tax collector, Matthew, whom the Jews hated. In “volume one” of the gospel of Luke, we learn that after His
resurrection and prior to His ascension, Jesus “opened [the disciples’] minds so they could understand the Scriptures” (Luke 24:45).
It's likely that the 120 who were waiting here in Acts were also studying God’s Word.

Perhaps it was this focus on God’'s Word that led Peter to connect the situation regarding Judas with the Psalms. First, Peter
acknowledged Judas’s original share in the ministry. The parenthetical note in verses 18 and 19 was probably inserted by Luke for
the benefit of the letter's recipient, Theophilus (Acts 1:1). It shows why Peter saw fulfilment of Psalm 69:25 in the terrible
consequences of Judas’s betrayal. From Psalm 109:8, Peter understood the need to find a replacement for Judas.

APPLY THE WORD

All of us are interested in determining God’s will for our lives. At times, we might be tempted to cast lots!
Acts 1:14

TODAY IN THE WORD

Everyone knew that Mark was the one to call with computer problems. So it was perfectly natural for Brian to give Mark a call when
his laptop started acting funny. Mark quickly identified the problem, but after an hour on the phone trying to teach Brian what to do,
he finally decided it was best to come over in person. Mark walked Brian through the necessary steps, explaining what he was doing
and showing Brian how to fix the problem himself in the future.

Any good teacher knows that people learn better when things are modeled and not just explained. We see just how good a teacher
Jesus was when we look at how He taught His disciples to pray.

Matthew shows us that this teaching was part of the Sermon on the Mount. In this extended sermon, Jesus taught how His followers
should live, and naturally prayer was an important part of this teaching. Because life in the kingdom of God is completely different
from natural human wisdom, Jesus began by teaching how His disciples should not pray.

Followers of Jesus aren't those who love to be seen as religious, visible to all with their seemingly pious and devoted prayers.
Instead, believers should direct their prayers quietly to the Father, away from the public spotlight. Followers of Jesus shouldn't
mindlessly repeat the same thing over and over, because God already knows our needs before we pray.

After these words, Jesus then modeled for His disciples how to pray. In Luke's Gospel, the disciples had just seen Jesus praying, so
they naturally wanted Him to teach them how they should pray. The Lord's Prayer is both an example of what to pray for and an
actual prayer for us to use. This prayer covers the full spectrum of our lives. The first part directs us to God's glory and will; the
second part assures us that He will meet our needs.

TODAY ALONG THE WAY

Individual and corporate prayer are both important, but notice that the Lord's Prayer is addressed to Our Father. Prayer as a group is
often lacking today. If you're in a Bible study or Sunday school class, consider praying the Lord's Prayer out loud as a group. Maybe
this already happens as part of the your church's worship service. Either way, let the Lord's Prayer be part of worshiping the Lord in
prayer together with other believers.



Acts 1:12-26.
TODAY IN THE WORD

After his defeat in the 1976 Presidential race, Gerald Ford was asked by a reporter if his running mate had cost him the election.
Ford acknowledged that he might have done better with Nelson Rockefeller, his current Vice-President. But Ford went on to say that
he didn’t think his choice of a running mate—a Kansas senator named Dole—was as significant as his unpopular decision to pardon
Richard Nixon.

When it comes to choosing a Presidential ticket there are no guarantees—as we shall no doubt learn again this November. But
when God chooses the right person for the job, there is no need to second-guess. Matthias is a case in point.

Like so much of the narrative of Acts, today’s passage is clear and uncomplicated. The eleven disciples obeyed Jesus’ command
and returned to Jerusalem to await the promise of the Holy Spirit. It was while they were “constantly in prayer” (v. 14) that Peter
addressed a crucial issue, the defection of Judas Iscariot. Peter cited two passages in Psalms as a testimony to the fall of Judas and
the need to replace him. Jesus told the apostles that they would sit on twelve thrones as judges of Israel (Matt. 19:28). On that basis
alone, they would need to replenish the apostolic ranks.

Remarkably, the choice of Matthias has long been a source of controversy among Bible students. Some think Peter acted
impetuously, taking things into his own hands. They believe Paul was meant to be the twelfth apostle.

TODAY ALONG THE WAY

Someone once said that if the critics are right about Paul and Matthias, someone is going to be sitting on someone’s lap at the
judgment. After all, there are only twelve thrones!

Acts 1:15-26
God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. - Acts 2:32
TODAY IN THE WORD

After Jesus' resurrection, the Twelve had several important assignments to fulfill. One was to obey the Lord's instructions and
remain in Jerusalem until they received power for ministry through the coming of the Holy Spirit. The other was to choose a
successor for the now-deceased Judas.

Peter led the way in the meeting to decide who the newest member of the Twelve would be. Peter's speech shows how well he
knew the Scriptures and the high regard in which he held them. They ""had to be fulfilled" (v. 16).

Peter cited several Psalms that prophesied Judas's betrayal, although Judas was not mentioned by name in the Old Testament.
Instead, the two references from the Psalms refer to enemies of the Davidic king, who is often representative of the Messiah.

Two things are particularly noteworthy about the casting of lots that placed Matthias among the Twelve. First, the qualifications
needed by the candidates shows why there could be no such thing as apostolic succession. An apostle had to be an eyewitness of
Jesus' resurrection (v. 21).

What's interesting about this account is the controversy it has generated among Bible teachers. Some think that Peter and the body
of believers acted too hastily in electing Matthias to take Judas's place.

Why is that? Because some people believe God intended Paul to fill that slot. But this idea has several major flaws, the biggest
being that the Bible never condemns this action. Furthermore, Paul never claimed this position for himself, realizing that God had
made him an apostle to the Gentiles.

The number of the Twelve was made complete again just before Pentecost.

Why was it so crucial to replace Judas? Perhaps because Jesus had told the Twelve they would sit on twelve thrones judging the
twelve tribes of Israel. Since Judas was disqualified from apostolic service by his sin, someone else was needed to occupy that
throne.

Even though James, the brother of John, was later killed by Herod, he was not replaced because he was not disqualified as Judas
had been. The band of apostles was now complete and ready for service.

APPLY THE WORD

Today we see a real contrast between us and the disciples in the first days after Jesus' resurrection.



These first-century saints were waiting in Jerusalem for the power and presence of the Holy Spirit to come upon them. What they
were prayerfully anticipating is a daily reality for us. How well are we doing with the gifts God has given us? The book of Acts
outlines what those early believers did when they were empowered. Let's pray that our lives will reflect the same fearless, all-out
commitment to Christ that marked theirs.

ACTS 2

Acts 2:1-13.

TODAY IN THE WORD

W. W. Moseley had a burden for China. So the young British minister set out to translate the Bible into Chinese. Language experts
told him it couldn’t be done, but Moseley refused to give up. One day in the British Museum library, he came across a Chinese
manuscript containing portions of the New Testament! Moseley’s discovery drew fellow Britisher Robert Morrison, soon to be the first
Protestant missionary to China. Morrison copied the manuscript, took it with him to China, and used it to translate the book of Acts,
and then other portions of Scripture, into Chinese.

No language barrier can keep the Creator of language from making Himself known! On the Day of Pentecost, God would give a
powerful witness to the coming of the promised Holy Spirit. The marvel of Pentecost is the supernatural coming and miraculous
enabling of the Holy Spirit. The first witness to Pentecost was not words, but wind and fire. In the original language, the words for
“wind” and “spirit” are closely related. The blowing wind speaks of the Holy Spirit's power; fire signifies the presence of God.

As for the gift of tongues (v. 4), these were languages known to the hearers but not previously known to the speakers. That simple
fact is often overlooked or ignored in the confusion that surrounds much modern-day teaching on the ministry and gifts of the Holy
Spirit.

This is not to deny the Spirit's power or sovereignty. Could He reproduce the miracle of Pentecost? Of course—He is God! But
Pentecost was certainly a unique event: the birthday of the church. As such, it need not be repeated. While we are right to seek the
Spirit's power and filling today, the purpose of Pentecost has been fulfilled.

Acts 2 is an example of a principle you’ll want to keep in mind this month. Acts is a transitional book, bridging the old and new
covenants, showing how the focus of God’s program moved from Israel to the church.

TODAY ALONG THE WAY

The curiosity and confusion of the crowd (vv. 7-13) reminds us of people’s confusion about spiritual things today. Spirituality is a
popular topic, but there are as many varieties of “religions” as there are cable TV channels! Are there people in your world who are
searching for spiritual reality? They often reveal their need in what they say around the office or in casual conversation over the
back fence.

Acts 2:1-13
| am the LORD, the God of all mankind. Is anything too hard for me? - Jeremiah 32:27
TODAY IN THE WORD

The word unique is badly overused, but it's the right word to describe the events that unfolded on the day of Pentecost. Since unique
means “one of a kind,” it applies only to persons, things, or events that have no equal. The perfect example is Jesus Christ in the
flesh, God'’s “one and only Son” (Jn. 3:16).

Pentecost was also unique as the birthday of the church. The church’s “birthday gift” was the coming of the Holy Spirit in a dramatic
display of power to live inside believers, in fulfillment of Jesus’ promise (Jn. 14:15-17). Also in fulfillment of this promise, the Holy
Spirit comes to indwell a person at the moment of salvation (1 Cor. 12:13). Paul’'s statement also shows that the Spirit's baptism
unites Christians together in the body of Christ.

The miraculous events of Pentecost capture all the attention--and it was a miraculous day. God provided a witness to the new work
He was doing.

The first witness to Pentecost was not in words, but in wind and fire. The words for wind and spirit are closely related in the Greek
language. The blowing wind speaks of the Holy Spirit's coming in power; fire in the Bible often signifies the presence of God.



It was also miraculous that the believers could praise God in languages they had not learned. The fact that the gift of tongues in Acts
2 was known human languages is confirmed by the word “language” (vv. 6, 8).

We are not denying God’s power or sovereignty when we say Pentecost is unique. Could God reproduce the miracle of Pentecost?
Of course; He’s God! But the purpose of Pentecost has been fulfilled. Our calling today is to seek the Spirit's power and filling (Eph.
5:18).

Acts 2 is an example of a principle we need to keep in mind this month. Acts is a transitional book, bridging the old and new
covenants, showing how the focus of God’s program moved from Israel to the church.

Many of the events we will read about in Acts are unique to that transitional period of time. Grasping this principle will help avoid a
lot of confusion as we go along.

APPLY THE WORD

The curiosity and confusion of the crowd at Pentecost reminds us of people’s confusion about spiritual things today. Spirituality is
popular. But the world offers a confusing mix of ideas, and interest in spirituality doesn’t necessarily mean people are turning to
Christ and the truth of Scripture for answers. Are there people in your world who are searching for spiritual reality? Ask God to help
you be a good listener, and be ready to offer a word for Him.

Acts 2:1-13 John 3:5-8
The wind blows wherever it pleases ... So it is with everyone born of the Spirit. - John 3:8
TODAY IN THE WORD

Nineteenth-century Methodist leader Samuel Chadwick once commented about the Holy Spirit that “the Spirit is more than the
minister of consolation. He is Christ without the limitations of the flesh and the material world.” What did Chadwick mean?

Unlike our incarnate Lord Jesus, the Holy Spirit is not limited by a body to one place and time. Free as the wind, He comes and goes
as He wills. This helps explain why Jesus said to His disciples that it is better if He goes and the Holy Spirit comes (John 16:7).

No phenomenon better captures the freedom of the Holy Spirit than the rushing wind of Pentecost. The Spirit came upon the
assembled believers with the sound of a mighty wind. As they were praying, He suddenly blew in. Jesus says that people born of the
Spirit are the same way (John 3:8). Spirit-people, like the Holy Spirit, are not programmatic or predictable. Rather than following
rules, they follow a still small voice, the Spirit.

Such a man was Paul, whose missionary travels unfolded not as a pre-set plan but under the guidance of the Spirit. (He had to
explain this to the Corinthians who, on one occasion, understood his sensitivity to the Spirit's leading as a breach of promise. See 2
Cor. 1:17.) The actions of those walking in the Spirit can seem as mysterious as the motion of the wind, especially to those who are
not in God’s kingdom.

The Spirit is also like wind, says Bible commentator John Gill, because His workings are secret and invisible. In the depths of the
heart the Spirit speaks and breathes.

In Greek, the word for wind is the same as the word for breath. God, in the indwelling of His Spirit in us, is as close to us as the very
breath we draw. God breathed into Adam and he became a living soul; Jesus breathed on His disciples and said, “Receive the Holy
Spirit” (Gen. 2; John 20:22).

APPLY THE WORD

This month heralds both Christmas and winter winds. But while the winter wind is blowing, so is the wind of the Spirit.
Acts 2:1-3 Lev 10:1-7; Mat 3:11-12

Let us ... worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our “God is a consuming fire.” - Hebrews 12:28b-29
TODAY IN THE WORD

Nadab and Abihu didn’t take God at His word. As Levites and sons of Aaron, they knew that offerings of incense must burn with fire
from the tabernacle altar, not with fire from some other source. Yet Nadab and Abihu disobeyed these instructions and offered
strange fire before the Lord. “So fire came out from the presence of the Lord and consumed them, and they died before the Lord”
(Lev. 10:2).



In order to explain, Moses reminded Aaron that God had said, “Among those who approach me | will show myself holy” (v. 3). Fire
represented the presence and purity of God. The fire that burned continually on the temple altar symbolized God’s presence within
Israel; the sacrificial code detailed how to approach the presence without being consumed. It also suggests the danger of
approaching Him arrogantly. He is not a cozy hearth-fire, but a “consuming fire.” It is wise to keep this fact in mind as we consider
the fire of Pentecost.

The Holy Spirit came in tongues of fire not to consume, but to inaugurate a central shift in divine-human relations. The presence of
God, once confined to the temple, would now reside within individual believers.

The gathering of the faith community—not the tent or the building—is the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19). This is a weighty
honor in light of how jealously God preserved the holiness of His presence with Nadab and Abihu.

The Spirit's coming as fire not only links believers to the temple, but also to temple sacrifices. Sacrifices burned in the temple were
pure—the healthiest animals from the flock, without defect, injury, or iliness.

APPLY THE WORD

Our bodies belong to God. Is this how we think of ourselves? Do we live in order to render ourselves a pure sacrifice to God, or do
we live to please the flesh?

Acts 2:1-13 John 14:15-18, 25-26;
You know [the Spirit], for he lives with you and will be in you. - John 14:17
TODAY IN THE WORD

Italian instrument maker Antonio Stradivari made about 1H violins, cellos, and other instruments during his long career. He inscribed
the Latin version of his name on the label of his

masterpieces, making the name Stradivarius synonymous with excellence in instrument craftsmanship. That's still true today, more
than 200 years after Stradivari's death.

Jesus Christ also put His name on His masterpiece, the church. We still carry His name today, more than 2 years after our Lord
walked the earth with His apostles--His earliest followers and the foundation of the church (Eph. 2:20).

Jesus knew that His time on earth would be limited to the few years He was with the Twelve. So on the night He was betrayed,
Jesus explained His new relationship to the body of people who would soon become the church. His visible, temporary presence on
earth with His disciples would be replaced by the invisible--and eternal--ministry of the Holy Spirit within each disciple.

We said yesterday that the presence of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of believers is a distinguishing mark of the church. If you're a
veteran in the body of Christ, you have heard this truth taught many times. It's hard for us to appreciate what a revelation and
departure this was for those first believers.

The apostles were stunned and even fearful in the upper room when Jesus announced that He would be leaving them. But Jesus'
teaching that night on the Holy Spirit shows that every need His followers could ever have is met through the Holy Spirit's work.

Those first believers needed counsel, as do we: The Holy Spirit is our Counselor. They needed to know the truth, as do we: He is the
Spirit of truth. The assignment for all believers is to understand what Christ has taught us, and the Holy Spirit is our tutor in the things
of Christ.

On the Day of Pentecost, the Spirit came to indwell God's people as Jesus had promised. The disciples in Jerusalem were filled by
the Spirit for witnessing, serving, and holy living. This is the same Holy Spirit who lives within us today.

APPLY THE WORD

The church has the greatest teacher ever in the Holy Spirit, since He is God. What's more, He is a permanent resident in the heart of
every Christian. We know from 1 Corinthians 2:14 that the Spirit's help is absolutely essential to understand spiritual truth, because it
cannot be grasped by the human mind alone. This includes the teaching we share with you day by day in Today in the Word. If it is
not your habit each day to ask the Spirit to be your teacher, these studies on the church would be a great time to make this prayer a
part of your daily devotional routine.

Acts 2:1 Leviticus 23:15-22

Celebrate the Feast of Harvest with the firstfruits of the crops you sow in your field. - Exodus 23:16



TODAY IN THE WORD

You may have noticed that the passage you read for today and the verse quoted on this page call the same Jewish feast by different
names. Actually, Moses did not really assign the feast a specific name in Leviticus 23, but described its duration and various

offerings instead. It was known by several names, including the ""Feast of Weeks,"" because of God's instruction to count off seven

weeks from the firstfruits offering before holding the festival.

The fact that this feast was observed fifty days after the firstfruits offering is a clue to its more familiar New Testament name. In later
generations this special day came to be known as Pentecost, derived from the Greek term for ""fifty.""

Pentecost was an early summer feast to celebrate the arrival of the wheat harvest. The specified number of days between Firstfruits
and Pentecost tied the two harvests together, since Firstfruits was an early spring feast to celebrate the barley harvest.

The place this festival holds as part of our heritage of faith is obvious from Luke's statement that it was the ""Day of Pentecost™ on
which the Holy Spirit was given. Pentecost became the birthday of the church, as the symbolism of this harvest festival received new
meaning in the fulfillment of Jesus' promise of the Spirit (Acts 1:4).

It's interesting to note that Jewish tradition identified Pentecost as the day when Moses received the law from God on Mount Sinai.

The offerings of Pentecost were more elaborate than those commanded for the feasts of Passover and Unleavened Bread. These
included bread made with yeast or leaven. Pentecost was the only time that leavened bread was allowed to be brought in offering to
the Lord. After the birth of the church, Pentecost must have taken on new meaning for believers. Paul had a strong desire to reach
Jerusalem for Pentecost after being delayed on his trip (Acts 20:16). This feast was another witness to God's provision, which we
enjoy today in the ministry of the Spirit through the church.

APPLY THE WORD
Sometimes it's easy for us to criticize the church and focus on its shortcomings.

But we need to remind ourselves that Jesus Christ loved the church and gave His life for it (Eph. 5:25). At Moody Bible Institute we
are committed to serving, strengthening, and helping the body of Jesus Christ fulfill its holy calling. Today, let's pray together that
Christ will protect and empower His church in a special way during this historic year.

Acts 2:1-21
You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. - Acts 1:8
TODAY IN THE WORD

On this day, believers from all cultural backgrounds join together in celebrating our Savior's birth. Whether there are drums or church
bells, rice cakes or Christmas cookies, the focal point is the same for all Christians.

From a tiny manger in Bethlehem to nations around the world, nothing in history compares with the spread of the gospel. Acts 2
records the very beginning of this worldwide explosion. Jews from “every nation under heaven” (v. 5) were gathered in Jerusalem for
Pentecost. This feast day celebrated the first fruits of the harvest (Lev. 23:19-22; Ex. 34:22) and was one the three most important
holy days for Jews.

Filled with the Holy Spirit, the small band of disciples began to share the good news of Jesus Christ with the multitude of assembled
Jews. The list of nations (vv. 9-11) is similar in some ways to the table of nations listed in Genesis 10, just before the Tower of Babel
incident. This shows us that what God had to separate because of human sin, He was now reversing because the descent of the
Holy Spirit.

Although some accused the disciples of being drunk, Peter rightly understood that this phenomenal event signaled the last days
prophesied by Joel (2:28-32). This outpouring of the Spirit was possible, because, unlike David who died and still lay in his tomb,
Jesus now sat enthroned at the right hand of the Father.

Yesterday we read in Jesus' final words while on earth that His disciples would be His witnesses to the ends of the earth. This
commission is also recorded in Acts 1:8, where the program to be followed is more clearly outlined. The spread of the gospel would
begin in Jerusalem, which is what we read about in today's passage. And although the focus here was on the Jews, there are
indications that these Jews shared the gospel in their home countries (see 1 Peter 1:1). Also, Peter indicated that the gift of the Spirit
was also for “all who are far off” (v. 39), an expression that referred to Gentiles.

APPLY THE WORD



It's easy for the true meaning of Christmas to be obscured by the gifts and activities of the season. Take some time today to review
our study of God's great gift of redemption through His Son Jesus Christ. Truly this is the indescribable gift (2 Cor. 9:15). Then take
some time to pray for individuals in your life who need this gift, asking the Holy Spirit for opportunities and receptivity to share with
this person. Finally, if God places a specific nation on your heart, pray that the gospel will go out and be received there.

Acts 2:1-13
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. - Acts 2:4
TODAY IN THE WORD

These days, English is the language of the entire world. In business, education, diplomacy, entertainment, and the media, it reigns
supreme. One might find a Singaporean corporation negotiating with a Viethamese supplier in English. Or a Brazilian businessman
on a plane, reading a newspaper and watching a movie in English. Or German tourists in China, ordering from restaurant menus
translated into English. Literally billions of people around the globe speak, or are learning to speak, English.

The ability to use language is empowering, as the events of Pentecost attest. We know this day as the “birthday of the church,” and
the doctrine of the church is our topic this month. Jesus had told His disciples to wait for the gift of the Holy Spirit, who would
inaugurate an age of witness (1:8). They obeyed, and fifty days after the Passover Sabbath they were gathered together, probably
still trying to make sense of all that had happened. Suddenly the Spirit came upon them, manifested as a strong wind (cf. John 3:5-
8) and as “tongues of fire.” His power was also shown by their immediate ability to “speak in other tongues,” that is, foreign
languages (vv. 2-4).

The miracle was appropriate to the context, for Jews from throughout the known world were still in Jerusalem for the festival (vv. 5,
9-11). Furthermore, the miracle was not just a display of power but had meaningful content, for the incredulous listeners heard the
gospel preached in their native languages (vv. 6-8). Most everyone would have understood Greek or Aramaic, but God chose to
proclaim the good news in the “heart languages” of everyone present. This removal of the language barrier is the counterpart to
what happened at the Tower of Babel (see Gen. 11:1-9). Then God multiplied languages to undercut human pride; here, He used
the multiplicity of languages to bring glory to Himself. Such multilingualism will one day be part of believers' praise in heaven (Rev.
5:9)!

TODAY ALONG THE WAY

To honor the spirit of Pentecost, consider getting more involved in your church. Specifically, you could volunteer in a ministry that
reaches out to international students or immigrant English language learners that may be in your community. It's a way to serve
people by helping them get a key that opens doors to education and employment, and such a ministry includes loving our neighbor,
hospitality, diversity, and mutual service—all beautiful aspects of the body of Christ!

Acts 2:1-41
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. - Acts 2:4
TODAY IN THE WORD

When you'’re reading a novel, there’s a moment when it all comes together, when it all makes sense and you understand where all
this is going. “Aha! So that’s what’'s motivating him.” “Aha! So that’s the secret she was hiding.” “Aha! So that's what the author is
driving at.” No matter what kind of novel you're reading, these “Aha!” moments of crystallization are one of the joys of imaginative
literature.

The disciples probably had the same feeling in today’s reading. When the Holy Spirit descended, the gospel of Christ and the flow of
biblical history became clear to them. “Aha!”

Before His Resurrection and Ascension, Jesus had promised the disciples that when He left He would send “another Counselor to
be with you forever—the Spirit of truth” (John 14:16-17). His presence would distinguish His followers from and empower them
against an uncomprehending world. His daily filling would make it possible for us to live by faith, to pursue righteousness, and to
show God’s love (Gal. 5:22-23).

On the day of Pentecost, the Jewish Feast of Weeks, about 120 believers were gathered in one place when the Holy Spirit
descended. The fire and wind demonstrated His glory and power. The believers began to speak in tongues, proclaiming the gospel
in many foreign languages. We have compelling evidence for this, since an initially skeptical international audience heard virtually
every language of the known world (Acts 2:5). The listeners were amazed and confused, coming up with the lame guess that the
believers must be drunk.



APPLY THE WORD

A book that might help you better grasp the big picture of Scripture, the “one story” that we’re tracing this month, is The Book of God:
The Bible as a Novel,by Walter Wangerin. We suggest you obtain and read this book in the near future.

Acts 2:1-41
The Lord confused the language of the whole world. - Genesis 11:9
TODAY IN THE WORD

Perhaps you can relate to the difficulty of struggling through a few phrases in another language while traveling. Now imagine having
to read the Bible in another language because it's unavailable in your own. This explains the joy that Pa Bates, in Cameroon, had to
receive God's Word in his language: “I had never thought that God could understand and even speak Ejagham, because | had never
met any preacher since | was baptized 50 years ago who preached in Ejagham, much less read God's Word in Ejagham. | am
pleased to know that God will understand me when | talk to Him.”

This same thrill electrified Jerusalem nearly 2,000 years ago—people from all over the Roman Empire suddenly hearing about God
in their language!

Recall that Jesus instructed His disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit. It's no coincidence that the outpouring of the Spirit
took place as thousands were gathering for Pentecost, the Festival of Weeks, which celebrated the first fruits of the wheat harvest
(see Lev. 23:15-22). Jews from all over were gathered to hear the good news that Jesus is both Christ and Lord. The barrier erected
at Babel was being reversed through the Holy Spirit.

Yet this “wonder” needed God's revelation to be understood properly. So the Spirit directed Peter to Joel (2:28-32) to explain that the
promised Spirit, not wine, enabled humble Galilean fishermen to speak other languages. Moreover, “miracles, wonders, and signs”
attested the lordship of Jesus (v. 22), who had been crucified some 50 days earlier. Peter then moved to Psalm 16 to show that
because David's death and burial were well known (v. 29), David's words actually pointed to the Messiah, Jesus, who could not be
held by death and was resurrected. Finally from Psalm 110, Peter shows that Jesus is now exalted at God's right hand.

Peter's words cut to the core of those listening. Finally grasping the true identity of Jesus of Nazareth, they repented and were
baptized.

APPLY THE WORD

Peter's sermon is one of several summaries of the gospel in Acts. Take a few minutes and meditate on what Peter says about the
gospel's key components: Jesus' life and ministry (v. 22), His death (v. 23), His resurrection (vv. 24-32), and His exaltation (vv. 33-
35). Then consider the importance of repentance, baptism, and accepting the gospel (vv. 38, 41). Next, try to answer the question
“What is the gospel?” in your own words. Now pray that the Holy Spirit will open a door to share this wonderful news!

Acts 2:1-47
God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. - Acts 2:32
TODAY IN THE WORD

Inside the famous Canterbury Cathedral is found the small St. Martin’'s Church, the oldest in England. It dates back to the fifth
century, toward the end of the Roman occupation.

Some speculate that St. Martin’'s may have been founded by Roman soldiers who had converted to the Christian faith. It is known
that the church’s structure contains many Roman bricks, and that a Christian queen, Bertha, worshiped there in the sixth century.
The oldest remaining part of the church, the Chancel, is where Queen Bertha came to pray each day.

When the first waves of church expansion spread outward from Jerusalem and Rome, the faith reached as far as the borders of the
Roman empire, including the British isles. And it all started with today’s reading!

We’ve reached the third major section of this month’s study. In between God’s plan for the nations and Christ’'s sending us to all the
world are key moments in early missions history. How does the early church begin to obey Jesus’ command? We'll spend the next
seven days examining this in Acts.

Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spirit, is often called the “birthday of the church.” The Spirit now lives in every believer (Eph. 1:13-
14;2 Tim. 1:14).



Thanks to the Feast of Weeks, on this important day of Pentecost Jews from throughout the known world were in Jerusalem. Their
presence symbolically reflected the church’s broad mandate: all the world! This is why the gift of tongues was given to the gathered
believers (Acts 2:3-4). These were real languages, as confirmed by the multilingual Jews who formed the audience for this first
“revival meeting” (vv. 5-11).

Peter’'s evangelistic sermon included fulfilled prophecy; the historicity of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection; His authority as God
incarnate (v. 22); the sovereignty of God (v. 23); and yet human responsibility for what had been done to God’s Son (v. 36).

APPLY THE WORD

To get an overview of the first wave of church expansion, the early days of the apostles and other eyewitnesses of the risen Christ,
reserve some time soon to read through the book of Acts from start to finish in one sitting.

Acts 2:1-47
We hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues! - Acts 2:11
TODAY IN THE WORD

Try to imagine for a moment what it was like for the disciples after Jesus was taken up into heaven and before the Holy Spirit came.
This small group must have experienced a wide range of emotions, from fear of the authorities who had crucified Jesus to hopeful
expectation of the promised Holy Spirit (John 14:26).

The book of Acts opens by reviewing the events that we looked at yesterday in Luke 24. Commanded by Jesus to “wait for the gift
my Father promised” (Acts 1:4), this small band of followers remained close at hand, probably meeting for prayer daily. Acts 2 says
that the entire group was in one place on Pentecost. Recall that Pentecost was one of three annual Jewish festivals (see Dec. 2).
During this festival, harvest firstfruits were offered to the Lord (see Ex. 23:16). It's no coincidence that the Spirit would be poured out
on this day, because clearly the Holy Spirit is the firstfruit of eternal life in Jesus Christ. Paul says much the same thing in Ephesians
1:14, where the Spirit is a “deposit guaranteeing our inheritance.”

The way in which the Spirit came was sudden-like a violent wind. And as a result, the entire group worshiped God and declared His
wonders in languages previously unknown to them. It's not surprising that the crowd was baffled and even accused this group of
being drunk (v. 13).

In his long speech, Peter linked this phenomenal event to the earlier prophecy from Joel (2:28-32). After reminding the crowd of the
recent events concerning Jesus of Nazareth, Peter then proclaimed the outpoured Spirit as the gift of the risen Jesus Christ (v. 38),
whom they too could receive if they repented. And in fact about three thousand people did receive Jesus that day.

APPLY THE WORD

The Holy Spirit is the gift from the Father and the Son. At His coming, we see the church infused with power to witness and to
worship as never before. The link here between witness and worship is one that we looked at yesterday, and is quite clear in Acts 2.
As believers praised God for His wonders, those listening repented and trusted Jesus. As we focus on worship this month, ask the
Lord how your witness for Him can bring Him glory. You may be amazed at how He can use you to bring other people to saving faith
in Christ.

Acts 2:14-47.
TODAY IN THE WORD
“Why should | worship a dead Jew?” The bluntness of the question startled evangelist Alfred Ackley.

But the young Jewish student was sincere. He had been attending Ackley’s meetings and was wrestling with the truth. So Ackley
went back to Scripture to prepare an answer. He opened to the story of Jesus’ resurrection and read again, “He is risen.” Suddenly,
the familiar words came alive. The witness of Scripture and of countless believers points to one inescapable conclusion: Jesus Christ
is alive! Ackley led that student to Christ and later sat down at his piano and expressed his joy in the hymn, “He Lives.”

The risen Christ was the theme of Peter’s greatest recorded message, the sermon of Pentecost. There is enough material in these
verses to fill a book, so we will only highlight the main sections. Notice how Peter defended the miraculous events of Pentecost (vv.
14-21). The scoffers were wrong about the apostles being drunk. This was the work of God, not the result of wine. Peter quoted
Joel’s prophecy which refers to the last days. This would have startled Peter’s hearers. Since the signs of verses 19-20 did not
happen, there is obviously a later fulfillment to Joel.



Peter may have been saying that if Israel would accept their Messiah, Jesus (vv. 22-40), the “day of the Lord” would come. Or he
may have been using this prophecy about the Messianic age to prepare the people for the heart of his sermon: the revelation that
the One they crucified is both “Lord and Christ” (v. 36).

Whatever the case, the rest of the sermon is clear. Israel’'s long-awaited Redeemer, the Messiah, is Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus’ life,
death and resurrection prove His claim. When the people realized what they had done to their Messiah, they cried out for
forgiveness.

TODAY ALONG THE WAY
Sunday is an appropriate day on which to read about the birth of the church.
Acts 2:14-36

During his years as premier of the Soviet Union, Nikita Khrushchev denounced many of the policies and atrocities of Joseph Stalin.
Once, as he censured Stalin in a public meeting, Khrushchev was interrupted by a shout from a heckler in the audience. "You were
one of Stalin's colleagues. Why didn't you stop him?" "Who said that?" roared Khrushchev. An agonizing silence followed as nobody
in the room dared move a muscle. Then Khrushchev replied quietly, "Now you know why."

Just as fear crippled many in the Soviet Union, it crippled the apostles during the time between Jesus’ arrest and His ascension.
Every one of the apostles deserted Jesus in some fashion during His arrest and trial (Matthew 26:56). Following His death, they
even locked the doors when they met together for fear of the Jews (John 20:19). It was not until after Jesus’ ascension and the
entrance of the Holy Spirit that the apostles’ fear was overcome by faith. This is evident in Peter’s Pentecost sermon (Acts 2:14-36),
Peter and John’s courage in the face of a religious trial (Acts

4:3-13), and the disciples’ prayer for boldness (Acts 4:29). Are you living by faith or by fear? Paul told Timothy that God did not
design us with a “spirit of fear” (2Timothy 1:7), and yet all too often we choose the spirit of fear over the walk of faith. Such a choice
may result in ignored responsibilities, unfulfilled potential, unused talents, unproven faith, or untaken stands. May we live according
to the words of E. Stanley Jones who said, “I am inwardly fashioned for faith, not fear. Fear is not my native land; faith is.”

Acts 2:36
TODAY IN THE WORD

In democracies the people elect their president, in monarchical nations rulership is typically passed on through bloodline, and
totalitarian governments often attain power through military force. God’s governance of His people is different. In God’s kingdom,
God chooses His king to represent both the people and God'’s interest.

Psalm 110 was originally used during the Davidic king’s coronation cere-mony. One key to understanding Psalm 110 is that there
are three main characters: the narrator, the Lord, and the Davidic king. God’s words are in quotations in many translations (vv. 1-2,
4). The narrator refers to the Davidic king as “my lord” and “you/your.”

The Lord is the one who installs His king to the throne. He seats the king at His right hand, empowered to represent God and carry
out His purposes. God promises the king victory over those who oppose God and His king. The Lord anoints him as king and priest
“in the order ofMelchizedek” (v. 4). Melchizedek was king and priest of Salem, the one who blessed Abraham in Genesis 14:18-20.
The priestly king is the perfect mediator between God and His people, atoning for the sins of the people and ruling over them justly.
“Until” and “on the day of his wrath” correlate and look ahead to God'’s final victory over all resistance to His rule (vv. 1, 5).

Though Psalm 110 is about the king, no human king served in this role faultlessly. The prophets criticized the kings of Israel and
Judah who did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and they looked ahead to a future king who would serve God faithfully. The New
Testament identifies Jesus as the final and perfect Davidic King who fulfills the Messianic Psalms (Acts 2:29-36). After Jesus’
resurrection, God exalts Jesus to His right hand (Eph. 1:20; Heb. 1:3, 13), and designates Jesus as the perfect high priest (Heb. 5:7-
10; 8:1; 10:12). Jesus is the crucified and risen one who has been installed as the King through whom God is working His purposes
in the world.

APPLY THE WORD

We know Jesus as our high priest, the perfect sacrifice who atones for our sins. But do we serve Jesus as King? Because Jesus is
exalted at God’s right hand and is King and Ruler of the entire world, every area of our lives and every aspect of our will belongs to
Him. Today spend some time in prayer reflecting on Jesus’ kingship, and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal the ways in which your will can
more deeply submit to Jesus the exalted King.

Acts 2:23



TODAY IN THE WORD

In the summer of 1961, the Freedom Riders endured and exposed racial injustice. Despite federal regulations (upheld by the
Supreme Court) to the contrary, blacks and whites at that time were segregated on interstate buses and in interstate bus terminals.
Civil rights advocates organized a series of interracial “Freedom Rides” to challenge this practice.

One of the buses was firebombed. Another was attacked, the Riders beaten by an angry mob. In Jackson, Mississippi, the Riders
were arrested and thrown into prison. When their attorney defended them in court, the judge turned his back and refused to listen.

During his trials before the Sanhedrin, Pilate, and Herod, Jesus was also a victim of violence and gross injustice. His judges were
hostile, the witnesses lied, and the outcomes were predetermined. No friends stood by Him. He endured physical and verbal abuse,
especially in the custody of the cruel Roman soldiers. He was condemned for speaking the truth and identifying Himself as the Son
of Man.

Since that wouldn’t matter to the Romans, the Jewish leaders falsely accused Him of inciting political rebellion. Pilate, afraid to
enforce justice because of the possibility of negative reports being sent up the chain of command, passed the buck to Herod. When
Jesus refused to entertain Herod or do any miracles, the king mocked Him and sent Him back. Pilate bowed to the political
pressures of the situation. The religious leaders manipulated the mob into demanding Jesus’ death, and the state made the
sentence of execution official.

Ironically, Pilate released a rebel named Barabbas. In a sense, we’re all Barabbases—sinners released from prison, with Christ as
our substitute. “He was oppressed and afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth; He was led like a lamb to the slaughter” (Isa. 53:7).

TODAY ALONG THE WAY

During this section of our month’s study, we’ve tried to point out each day one or two ways in which you can imitate Christ. Compile
these onto a single list, then add ideas and observations of your own. What have you seen in Jesus’ character and actions that you
especially want to see in your own life?

Acts 2:37-47

In 1773 the young pastor of a poor church in Wainsgate, England, was called to a large and influential church in London. John
Fawcett was a powerful preacher and writer, and these skills had brought him this opportunity. But as the wagons were being loaded
with the Fawcetts' few belongings, their people came for a tearful farewell. During the good-byes, Mary Fawcett cried, "John, |
cannot bear to leave!" "Nor can |," he replied. "We shall remain here with our people." The wagons were unloaded, and John
Fawcett spent his entire fifty-four-year ministry in Wainsgate. Out of that experience, Fawcett wrote the beautiful hymn, "Blest Be the
Tie that Binds."

Peter’'s words pierced their hearts and they questioned what they should do (v. 37). Notice how the Holy Spirit took Peter's message
to cause the listeners to be angry about their sin. He told them they must repent, turn to God, be baptized so their sins would be
forgiven (v. 38). Repenting means to change our mind, which results in a change of life. This promise is also for us and our children.
It is for everyone our Lord God will choose, no matter where they live (v. 39). Peter told them many other things and about three
thousand believed his message and were baptized (vv. 40-41).

The characteristics of the early Church are listed (vv. 42-47):
1. It was a learning Church; it persisted in listening to the apostles as they taught (v. 42).
2. It was a Church of fellowship; it had the great quality of togetherness (v. 42).

3. It was a praying Church; these early Christians knew that they could not meet life in their own strength and that they did not need
to (v. 42).

4. It was a reverent Church; in verse 43 the word translated “fear” has the idea of awe in it.
5. It was a Church where things happened; signs and wonders were there (v. 43).

6. It was a sharing Church (vv. 44, 45); they had a feeling of responsibility for each other.
7. It was a worshiping Church (v. 46); they never forgot to visit God’s house.

8. It was a happy Church (v. 46); A gloomy Christian is a contradiction in terms.

9. It was a Church whose people others could not help liking (v.47).



APPLICATION:

The early church attracted people because of the way the members loved each other, and served each other, and served the Lord.
Lord, help me to be that kind of person.

Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-37
Rather be openhanded and freely lend him whatever he needs. - Deuteronomy 15:8
TODAY IN THE WORD

Christian "intentional communities" have sprung up in cities all across the United States in recent years. One of the best-known,
Jesus People USA in Chicago, has been in existence since 1972; other intentional communities have formed in places as diverse as
Philadelphia, Tampa, Durham, and San Francisco. These Christians are characterized by sharing property, living simply, worshiping
together, and ministering in challenging neighborhoods. They strive to embody the description of the church in our reading.

Approximately 120 believers gathered in Jerusalem after Jesus' resurrection (Acts 1:15). By the Spirit's power after Pentecost,
another 3,000 decided to follow the resurrected Christ (2:41). This miraculous conversion of new believers is followed by an equally
incredible description of their life together (2:42-47).

Verse 42 explains that the Christian community was devoted to four practices. The first was teaching. Signs and wonders
accompanied the apostles' teaching, confirming their authority (v. 43). The temple was also associated with teaching, they met there
daily (v. 46). Second, sharing their possessions with one another was another prominent characteristic of their fellowship (vv. 44-46).
Third, "breaking of bread" refers to shared meals and the hospitality of opening their homes to one another (v. 46). Finally, prayer
included the daily temple gatherings and "praising God" (vv. 46-47). Their life in community gained the respect of those who were not
Christians, and people "were being saved" every day (v. 47).

Peter and John continued to preach the gospel and were imprisoned (3:1-4:30). The believers were not deterred by this opposition.
In fact, 5,000 more believed in Christ (4:4) and were further emboldened by the Holy Spirit (4:31). Acts 4:32-37 confirms that the
Christians' vibrant community life continued and strengthened. They remained unified and remarkably generous with one another.
Luke repeats: "There were no needy persons among them" (4:34).

TODAY ALONG THE WAY

The early church shared more than common beliefs and core values. They shared their whole lives-including their material
possessions. Passages like Deuteronomy 15:1-18 and Leviticus 25 share astonishing similarities with today's readings. "There shall
be no poor among you ... do not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward your poor brother. Rather be openhanded and freely lend him
whatever he needs" (Deut. 15:4, 7-8). Are our hearts hard or our fists closed to our brothers and sisters in need?

Acts 2:42-47
Let us not give up meeting together. - Hebrews 10:25
TODAY IN THE WORD

Officially, China has embraced a communist ideology for over fifty years. Despite decades of harsh reprisals against anyone
accused of being a Christian, underground house churches spread throughout the country. These churches refused to join the
official, government-run denominations, and no one knows exactly how many churches or believers may be in China. But it is known
that some of these churches have begun sending missionaries and evangelists to other regions in China, continuing to spread the
good news of God throughout the country.

There are many parallels between these Chinese churches and the gatherings of the first Christians. As the gospel spread among
Jewish believers, these new congregations continued to meet in their local synagogues until they were forbidden to do so. Once
kicked out of the synagogue, believers began to meet in homes.

Today's passage gives us a good picture of these early worship services. This passage immediately follows the miraculous
outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost, when 3,000 people became followers of Jesus. One thing we see is that new believers were
quickly brought into local fellowships, where they received instruction about the faith (the apostles' teaching) and learned the basics
of Christian fellowship (communion and prayer). As a confirmation of the gospel, especially among Jewish believers, the Spirit
worked powerful miracles through the apostles.

In Acts 2 we find a number of key elements that characterize a vital worshiping community. First, notice that fellowship centered
around good teaching, communion, and prayer. This recipe still produces growth among believers. Second, there was a mutual



commitment to meet each other's needs. Believers gave willingly to help each other, and this support included material and financial
aid. Third, they met daily, either in a formal place of worship, such as the temple courts, or in each other's homes. Fourth, they
praised God for all His good gifts. And finally, although it's not stated directly, it seems that they just enjoyed being with each other.

TODAY ALONG THE WAY

It's easy to get sidetracked from God's purposes for a worshiping community. Acts 2 helps us get back on track. As a new year
approaches, let's ask if we're devoted to God's Word and prayer. Are we willing to help each other financially? Do we meet together
regularly? Are we praising God? Do we enjoy good standing among people around us? If so, we can anticipate spiritual growth in our
own hearts and in our group.

Acts 2:42-47
They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. - Acts 2:42

TODAY IN THE WORD

In what was called ""a landmark victory for Greek evangelicals,"" Christianity Today magazine reported last April that the European
Court of Human Rights in France upheld the rights of three Greek Air Force officers to freely evangelize. The officers had been
convicted of unlawful proselytism by a Greek military court. This case was similar to those in other countries where Christians have
been harassed, arrested, and sometimes even killed for sharing the gospel with nonbelievers. The issue is vitally important, because

the New Testament teaches us by command and example that evangelism is one of the church's non-negotiable ministries.

We can see the church's basic mission being carried out as early as Acts 2, which describes the birth and infancy of Christ's new
body. Today's reading gives us a real-life glimpse into what the church is all about, almost as if we were standing outside the
meeting room looking in through the window.

A variety of terms may be used to define the church's mission, but there seems to be general agreement that it includes these four
foundations: teaching or instruction, worship, fellowship, and evangelism.

Those first believers were devoted to the apostles' teaching the Word of God as it was first spoken to the body of Christ. We, too,
have the apostles' teaching, complete and bound together for us in one convenient volume.

Fellowship is also a part of the church's life. Biblical fellowship has nothing to do with whether ""food and fun™ are present. The
issue is the sharing of spiritual life with one another.

We know that worship was also a dynamic force in the early church because the Bible describes some of those first services. The
Lord's Supper and prayer were key elements of worship for the first church, as they are for us today.

Evangelism was also taking place regularly, as these Christians took Christ with them all over Jerusalem. People were being saved
every day (v. 47), an incredible standard of faithfulness and obedience to Christ that we are still striving to meet today.

APPLY THE WORD

Passages such as this help to explain why every member of Christ's body needs to be attached to a local church. A detached body
part is cut off from the flow of life.

Think about your church for a minute. Do you know someone who used to be an active part of your church's life and ministry, but
who has been "'missing in action™ lately? You may be the friend who can reach out and draw that person back into the life of the
body. If you are willing for God to use you in this way, tell Him so.

Acts 2:1-2, 4

When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from
heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind... And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-2, 4).

WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
In his diary Jim Elliot wrote, "Am | ignitible? ... Saturate me with the oil of the Spirit that | may be a flame."

The disciples went through emotional burnout. The trial, the crucifixion, and the burial nearly snuffed out their flame. The resurrection
and forty days with Jesus served as a bellows, but the fire still flickered. Then the Holy Spirit came like a mighty wind, and they
became human infernos.

The Holy Spirit participated in creation, empowered Old Testament people, revealed God's Word to the prophets, and played an



important role in Jesus' birth; but He never came for a permanent stay until Pentecost. Since then He has made His home in every
believer and makes God's firepower available to us all.

The greatest evidence of His work may seem to many the most mundane: He grows spiritual fruit. That does not seem as exciting as
starting spiritual fires. But His fruit is characteristic of Christ's life, and so He works at reproducing the best life ever lived in each
believer. Like the oil of the olive used in lamps, the juice of this fruit lights the Christian life.

Unlike Jim Elliot, most of us would prefer to hear the Holy Spirit yell, "Lights out!" so we could get some rest. Instead, as a battle

commander, He cries, "Fire!" - (OQur_Daily Bread. Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids., MI. Reprinted by permission. All rights
reserved)

Acts 2:4
RECEIVING THE HOLY SPIRIT (F B Meyer. Our Daily Walk)
"And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance."--- Acts 2:4

ON THE day of Pentecost all who were gathered together in the upper room were filled with the Holy Spirit--women as well as men,
obscure disciples, as well as illustrious apostles. Deacons called to do the secular business of the Church must be men filled with
the Holy Ghost. That he was a good man, full of the Holy Ghost, was a greater recommendation of Barnabas than that he had
parted with his lands.

The majority of Christians have seemed to suppose that the filling of the Holy Spirit was the prerogative of a few--they have never
thought of it as within their reach; and the Church has been paralysed for lack of the only power that can avail in the conflict against
the world, the power which was distinctly pledged by her ascending Lord. Pentecost was meant to be the specimen and type of all
the days of the years of this present age, and we have fallen far below this blessed level, not because of any failure on God's part,
but because the Church has neglected its privilege.

We must desire to be filled for the glory of God. We must seek the Spirit's power, not for our own happiness and comfort, nor even
for the good that we may be the better able to effect, but that "Christ may be magnified in our bodies, whether by life or death.”

We must bring cleansed vessels. God will not deposit His precious gift in unclean receptacles. We must be washed in the blood of
Christ from all conscious filthiness and stain, ere we can presume to expect that God will give us what we seek.

We must appropriate Him by faith. There is no need for us to wait, because the Holy Spirit has been given to the Church. We need
not struggle and agonize in the vehemence of entreaty, but have simply to take what God is waiting to impart. He gives the Holy
Spirit to them that obey Him (Acts 5:32).

We must be prepared to let the Holy Spirit do as He will with and through us. There must be no reserve, no holding back, no
contrariety of purpose. Let us believe and reckon that we are being filled with new power and joy which shall be for the glory of God
and the service of man.

PRAYER - We pray, O God, that the Holy Spirit may so infill us, that sin and self may have no dominion over us, but that the fruits of
the Spirit may abound to Thy honour and glory. AMEN. - F B Meyer. Our Daily Walk.

Acts 2:1-8
"THE NEW HARVEST"

| was visiting a friend in a Midwest farming community during harvest season. Huge combines churned through his fields, depositing
soybeans into waiting wagons. My friend leaped onto one of the wagons to check out his "firstfruits." What he saw was encouraging.
Despite the worst corn crop in 40 years, the soybeans gave him reason to thank God for a good harvest.

Pentecost, which we remember today, has its roots in an agricultural setting. Fifty days after Passover, Jewish farmers celebrated
the Feast of Weeks (Lev. 23:15-22), in which they recognized the hand of God who gave the crops.

Centuries later, the Lord chose the Day of Pentecost to celebrate a new harvest. Fifty days from Passover, the Holy Spirit came on a
small group of believers and moved through Jerusalem, bringing in a different kind of crop. These firstfruits were men, women, and
children added to the church (Acts 2:38-46).

Pentecost's historical farming connection reminds us that a world of lost souls is ready for harvest (John 4:35). As believers in
Christ, we are God's fruit, but we are commanded to be His farmers as well.

Are we helping to bring in the new harvest? -M R De Haan Il Qur Daily Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries. Grand Rapids. MI.
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There's surely somewhere a lowly place
In earth's harvest fields so wide,
Where | may labor through life's short day
For Jesus, the crucified. -Gabriel

Without the Holy Spirit there would be no harvest.- Our Daily Bread.

Acts 2:17

THE PROMISE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (F B Meyer. Our Daily Walk)

"And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, | will pour out of My Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams."-- Acts 2:17

IN HIS sermon, on the Day of Pentecost, the Apostle Peter quoted the latter part of this prediction by the Prophet (Joel 2:28). Not
much is known of this prophet, who probably lived in Judah during the reign of Uzziah. But evidently his anticipation of the
outpouring of the Divine Spirit had its fulfilment in those memorable scenes in which the Christian Church was born.

Before the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit had descended only upon the elect souls of the Hebrew race---upon Abraham and
Moses, upon Samuel and Elijah, upon Isaiah and others of the prophets. This supreme gift of God was reserved in those days for
the spiritual aristocracy of Israel, for the men who were called to eminent office and responsibility, as kings, prophets, or leaders. But
Joel said that the time would come when the Holy Spirit who had been reserved for the few, was to be poured out upon the many--
the young men and maidens would prophesy; even the slaves and the most despised classes of the community would partake of the
Divine experience.

Whatever Pentecost means--it is open to the reception and enjoyment of us all, "Every one of you," said St. Peter, "shall receive the
gift of the Holy Ghost." To you is the promise, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God
shall call (Act2:38-39). Let us take this to heart.

Some years ago, electricity was the perquisite of the few, but now the poorest girl or lad may utilize it and be carded along in the
electric car; and it is the boast of our scientists and inventors that they are able to bring the benefits of their discoveries within the
reach of the most needy amongst us. And Pentecost resembles this, in that the forces and gifts of the Eternal Spirit are now within
the grasp of the feeblest hand which is stretched out to appropriate them. But there must be first the putting away of evil, the
emptying of our hearts, the hunger and thirst of the soul for righteousness, before God can give us our share in the Gift which was
made once for all to the Church, but must be claimed by each successive believer.

PRAYER - Let Thy Holy Spirit dwell in me continually, and make me Thy temple and sanctuary. AMEN. - F B Meyer. Our Daily Walk
Acts 2:22-39
"Jesus of Nazareth ... you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death" (Acts 2:22-23).

The question of who killed Jesus has fired controversy that has raged through the centuries. During the Middle Ages, the unruly
Crusaders sometimes killed Jews on their way to free Jerusalem from the Turks. They considered them guilty of Christ's death and
referred to them as "Christ-killers." Even today feelings run deep on this issue. A few years ago a Jewish professor objected to a
brief reference in Our Daily Bread that the Jewish leaders of Jesus' day were partly to blame for the Savior's death.

According to Matthew's account, it appears that the Romans were responsible. The Roman governor Pilate delivered Jesus to
death, even while declaring His innocence. And Roman soldiers led Him down the Via Dolorosa and publicly executed Him. Yet
Peter, preaching several weeks later in Jerusalem, accused the Jews of crucifying Him (Acts 2:22-24).

People who receive Christ as their personal Savior do not argue about who killed Jesus. They know He died for every sinner (2 Cor.
5:15). On the cross, He paid the penalty for the sins of both Jews and Romans, as well as for ours (1 Peter 2:24). Ultimately, then,
we are all responsible for His death.

Christ died for us. Our sins cost Him His life. By trusting Him, we receive forgiveness and eternal life. —D. C. Egner Qur Daily
Bread. Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids. MI. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

Jesus took our place that we might have His peace;
He took our sin that we might have His salvation.
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Acts 2:33

THE INDWELLING SPIRIT (F B Meyer. Our Daily Walk)

"l will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you for ever."-- John14:16.
"Having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:33)

THE GIFT of the Holy Spirit was due to the intercession of our Lord, and St. Peter refers to it when he says: "Having received of the
Father the promise of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:33). In 1Jo2:1 (R.V.) marg. the word Comforter is translated Advocate--"One who
makes us strong by His presence, as Helper, Guide, and Instructor.” Think what this means, to have always beside us, not a vague
influence, but a Divine Person, who waits to be our strength in weakness, our peace in trouble, our wisdom in perplexity, our
conqueror in temptations, our consoler in sorrow. The Lord meant that the Holy Spirit should be to us all that He Himself had been.
This is the meaning of Another. There are two Advocates, or two Paracletes. When the One ascended to the glory, the Other
descended into the hearts of His disciples. "He abideth with you, and shall be in you."

"l will not leave you comfortless: | will come to you." Christ had been speaking of sending Another; now He says, | am coming
Myself, so that we learn that He is so indissoluble One with the Holy Spirit, Whom He sends, that the coming of the Spirit is His own
coming. Do not look for the Spirit apart from Jesus. As the sun comes in the light, so does Jesus come in the Spirit. When we are
filled with the Spirit, we shall not think of Him, but of Jesus to whom He bears witness, and when our hearts are taken up with the
Lord, we may know that we have received Him, who is the Gift of gifts.

Open your whole nature to the entrance of the Holy Spirit. Unlock every door, uncurtain every window, that entering He may fill you
with the glorious indwelling of the Father and the Son. "l will prepare a "mansion," Jesus said; and, "We will make the holy soul Our
Mansion."

"He shall teach you all things." His lesson-book is the life and words of our blessed Lord. We may think that we are fully informed of
all that He has said, but as we study the Bible, the Holy Spirit brings us back to them again and again, always revealing new light,
and undreamt of depths. Never let a day pass without reading some of the words of Jesus under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

PRAYER -Thou hast not left us comfortless, O God. May life be renewed in its springs, by the gracious operation of Thy Holy Spirit
dwelling within us, and leading us from grace to grace. AMEN.

F B Meyer. Our Daily Walk.

Acts 2:33

F B Meyer

Acts 2:33 He hath poured forth this, which ye see and hear. (r.v.)

What a sublime commencement! As Jacob’s heart revived, and he was assured that Joseph lived when he saw the wagons that his
sons had sent, so the heart of the Church revived when the Spirit came. It was the promised sign that the Master had reached the
Father’s throne, and was fulfilling the unforgotten promise that He would ask the Father for another Paraclete to fill his place, and
abide until He should come again in glory.

It was as though, when the Son ascended on high, leading captivity captive, He passed through all heavens, till He came where no
creature had ever come, or could come. There He prayed the Father, as He had said. It was as though He spoke thus “Father, | have
glorified Thee on the earth; | have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do.”

And the Father answered: “Thou art my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased. Ask of Me,... and | will give Thee.”

It was as if He said: “Father, | ask nothing for Myself; for all thine are mine, and mine are thine. But for others | ask that | may have
the power of giving to my own the same anointing and power which Thou gavest Me when | stood on the threshold of my work. | was
then filled with the Spirit; grant unto Me the power to fill the hearts of all who believe with that same Spirit. It was in the power of that
Spirit that | wrought, died, and rose; let my Church be quickened and endued with the same sacred power.”

And it pleased the Father that in Him all the fulness of the Godhead should dwell, bodily. And the glorified body of Jesus became the
reservoir of the Divine fulness, from which we all might receive.

Meyer, F. B. Our Daily Homily

Acts 2:42



In his book Why Christians Sin, J. Kirk Johnston tells about a young Russian woman who, before the collapse of the Iron Curtain,
was allowed to visit her relatives in Canada. She was a devout Christian, and her friends assumed that she would defect and seek
asylum in Canada or the US because of the religious oppression in the USSR. But they were wrong. She wanted to go back to her
homeland.

This Russian woman said that people in the West were too busy acquiring material things and not concerned enough about their
relationships. In her homeland, Christian fellowship was essential to their faith because it provided the support and encouragement
they so desperately needed.

Genuine Christian fellowship involves much more than visiting over a cup of coffee in the church kitchen. It is loving one another,
caring for one another, bearing one another's burdens. —R. W. De Haan (Our Daily Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids.
MI. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP IS ESSENTIAL TO SPIRITUAL GROWTH.

ACTS 3

Acts 3:1-26

The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob... has glorified his servant Jesus. - Acts 3:13

TODAY IN THE WORD

Evangelist Mike Silva points out that unbelievers don’t have to do anything special to qualify for salvation. All they have to do is be
in need of Jesus Christ. “If your house is on fire,” Silva says, “you qualify for the fire department!”

The crippled man who encountered Peter and John at the temple gate certainly didn’t do anything special to qualify for the miracle
he received that day. He wasn’t even expecting much, just a coin or two. Instead, he was completely healed (v. 16) and could walk
for the first time in his life. Since the beggar was a familiar sight around the temple, and since he was jumping around so excitedly,
the healing created quite a scene.

The book of Acts records many miracles performed by the apostles in continuation of the ministry of Jesus. And each miracle had
specific purposes of verifying the words of the apostolic messengers and showing compassion to those in need. For instance, Jesus’
miracles were performed to validate His claims to be Israel’'s Messiah. The miracles in Acts were also signs to validate God’s power
through the apostles and their close associates, and to establish God’s new work in the church.

It's obvious from what happened in Acts 3 that Peter did not initiate a healing ministry. When a crowd gathered, he immediately
resumed the message he had delivered at Pentecost. Jesus of Nazareth, rejected and condemned by Israel, is “the Christ” (v. 20),
and forgiveness of sins is found in Him alone.

Imagine yourself as a Jew hearing Peter make pointed references to Jesus as your Messiah, and your need to call on Him in
repentance. Whatever else you might think about the recent commotion in Jerusalem, you have to come to terms with this
miraculous healing--and you have to decide something about Jesus.

According to Acts 4:4, many people in the crowd believed in Jesus. Peter's sermon pricked hearts again, and the body of Christ
grew to about five thousand. But Peter’'s message also drew the attention of the religious authorities in Jerusalem, and persecution--
the church’s trademark for most of its 2 years--was about to begin.

APPLY THE WORD

From time to time we’ve focused on the need to pray for our persecuted fellow Christians around the world. They need our prayers
now as much as ever.

Today, let’s pray for believers in the troubled and violent Russian region of Chechnya. Chechen Christians are undergoing a horrible
“evangelical cleansing”--kidnapping and murder--by radical Muslim gangs. Remember the persecuted church in Chechnya as it
struggles for survival.

Acts 3:1-4:22
Itis Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that has given this complete healing to him. - Acts 3:16

TODAY IN THE WORD
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Marie Antoinette is frequently (though wrongly) credited with declaring, “Let them eat cake!” when told that the French people had no
bread. This attitude long predated the French aristocracy. An ancient Chinese emperor, when told that his subjects were starving for
lack of rice to eat, replied, “Why don't they eat meat?”

Christians are called to a different way of living. We have been entrusted with the greatest riches and power ever known—the
gospel. It has the ability to transform people from hungry to full, both spiritually and physically.

The past two days we've examined the words of Jesus to understand the full scope of the gospel as both belief and action. Our
reading today covers one of the earliest incidents in the church. Peter and John were headed to prayer meeting when they were
interrupted by a beggar (3:1). The needs of others often intrude upon us at seemingly inconvenient times. Will we be too caught up
in our habits and routines to see an opportunity?

Peter and John shared with the man what they had and what he needed most—healing for his body and soul in Jesus' name. This
act of faith allowed Peter and John to boldly proclaim the power of Christ first to the crowd in the temple courtyard, then twice to the
rulers and elders (3:16; 4:10, 20). This healing also prompted praise from the beggar and those who witnessed or heard about it
(3:9; 4:21).

Finally, showing concern for the beggar's physical condition resulted in his spiritual healing. And he wasn't the only one—Scripture
records that this event led to the conversion of thousands of people (4:4). We cannot overestimate how God may use our
expressions of help and concern for others to do His mighty work that is more than we could imagine. It is both humbling and
empowering to realize that we can be part of the spread of the gospel in this way.

TODAY ALONG THE WAY

Many organizations offer ways for believers to meet the physical needs of people as a way to address spiritual needs as well. Prison
Fellowship, for example, offers Bible studies, mentoring, and pen pal relationships to prisoners. They also sponsor Angel Tree
Christmas, where people buy Christmas gifts for the children of prisoners as a way to help reconnect families and open the door to
sharing faith in Christ. If you would like to participate in meeting these needs, visit www.prisonfellowship.org.

Acts 3:1-10
If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! - 2 Corinthians 5:17
TODAY IN THE WORD

Lulu Cecilia Fleming was born in Florida in 1862, the daughter of a slave who died at the close of the Civil War. This remarkable
woman received training in theology and became the first black person commissioned for career missionary service by the Woman's
American Baptist Foreign Missionary Society. Miss Fleming's first term of service was in the Congo, after which she came home and
completed medical school. She returned to the Congo as a medical missionary, but contracted African sleeping sickness and died in
1899.

Dr. Fleming did not have much in the way of ""silver or gold" to give the people God called her to serve. But what she had, she gave
freely. She gave of her love for Christ and of her abilities as a teacher and physician. Ultimately, Dr. Fleming gave her life in service
to the Lord.

The same could be said of many of God's servants. Though Peter and John did not have what the crippled man at the temple gate
was looking for, they certainly had what he needed.

It's interesting that while this man's healing was recorded, his salvation is not specifically mentioned. But the events that follow make
it obvious that this hungry beggar received the Bread of Life when he encountered the two apostles that day.

This story, and a number of incidents in the Gospels, illustrate a fact we mentioned at the beginning of the month. A passion for
souls involves caring about the whole person, body and spirit. Combining evangelism with care for human needs has been a
successful ministry formula for many centuries.

Some people in church history have focused on the physical and social side of ministry, to the neglect of people's eternal needs. But
the pattern for us is established in Scripture. Peter and John did not simply heal this man and leave him in his sins. He became
another witness to Israel of God's saving grace in Christ (see Acts 3:11-26).

Jesus also cared for the whole person. He said to a sinful woman, ""Your faith has saved you™ (Luke 7:50), and to a suffering
woman, ""Your faith has healed you" (Luke 8:48). Interestingly, ""saved and ""healed"" are the same word in the original language.

APPLY THE WORD



When we are passionate about souls, we will view people the way Jesus saw them, as whole persons with physical, material, and
spiritual needs.

There are probably people in your community, or in your own church, who have needs you can help meet. Maybe you can help them
through a family project, or through your Sunday school class or prayer group. Your church leaders are a good resource for this type
of information. Why not ask about the possibilities this weekend?

Acts 3:1-26
TODAY IN THE WORD

As a teenager, the great pastor and writer A. W. Tozer was standing on a street corner in Akron, Ohio, one day when he heard an
evangelist pleading with passersby to come to Christ. Knowing he must be brief and clear, the street preacher called out Luke 18:13,
“God have mercy on me, a sinner” and urged his hearers to call upon God. The words struck home in young Tozer’s heart. That
same day he went home to wrestle with God. God won!

That evangelist didn’t mince words in reaching A. W. Tozer for Christ. Neither did Peter of Jerusalem mince any words. The apostle
simply invoked the name and authority of Jesus (v. 6), and it was enough. His words caught the attention of a lame man who often
begged at the temple gate. His miraculous healing was so animated that it created quite a scene!

But Peter wasn’t looking to set up a healing ministry. He had only one message to deliver. When he saw a crowd gathering, he
immediately resumed the message he had proclaimed at Pentecost: Jesus of Nazareth, whom Israel had rejected and condemned,
is God’s “Holy and Righteous One” (v. 14). In Him alone is the forgiveness of sins.

Imagine that you were in that crowd—a proper and religiously observant Israelite. What would you have thought of Peter's message
(vv. 11-26)? His pointed references to Jesus as your Messiah, your treatment of Him, and your need to repent would be impossible
to miss! No matter what you might have thought about all the recent commotion in Jerusalem, you would have had to come to terms
with this miraculous healing—to do something with this Jesus.

Acts 4:4 tells us that many in the crowd decided for Jesus that day. Peter's sermon pricked people’s hearts and led to several
thousand individuals receiving Christ.

TODAY ALONG THE WAY

Spiritually, things haven’t changed since Peter’s day. People all around us are reaching out for help and hope.
Acts 3:11-26

He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. - Isaiah 9:6

TODAY IN THE WORD

In the streets of a Russian Jewish community in one Israeli city in the summer of 1994, a woman came running up to Moody student
Yvonne Townley. 'Do you have a Russian Bible?' the woman asked. When Yvonne said that she did, the woman hugged her, kissed
her, and cried. ‘A Bible in my own language!'

"That was humbling,' says Yvonne. 'l was thinking about all the different versions and Bible study resources available to me back in
the States, and she was crying over one Bible.

In our Jewish Studies program, Moody students are trained to share the gospel completely through Old Testament Messianic
prophecies. On summer trips to Israel, they distribute Messianic Jewish literature in at least six languages, sell Christian books door-
to-door, and seek opportunities for relationship evangelism. Though opposed at times by Orthodox Jewish 'anti-missionaries,’ the
students persevere in witnessing.

That Samuel may be numbered among the Messianic prophets is one of the better-kept secrets of the Bible. In fact, none of his
Messianic prophecies have been specifically recorded, so we are dependent on today's New Testament reading for this information.

The context was one of Peter's early evangelistic sermons, following the healing of a man crippled from birth. The purpose of the
miracle was to glorify Jesus, the Messiah whom the people had killed but God resurrected. The coming of a suffering Christ is in fact
a fulfillment of Jewish prophecy, and one day this Christ will come again.

Samuel is specifically cited (v. 24) as a prophet who has 'foretold these days.' This would make sense, since Samuel had the honor
of anointing David, from whose family line Jesus traced His descent. How exciting to think that Samuel had a 'bigger picture' of what
God was doing in history!



Peter's listeners (and we) are 'heirs of the prophets,' including Samuel. We must respond in faith to the message of Christ, for we
are part of the ongoing story of His salvation.

APPLY THE WORD

The coming of the Messiah was a world-shaking event foretold throughout the Old Testament. God sent His Son to save us from
sin!

Have you accepted God's incredible gift of salvation? If so, you are His child, destined to spend eternity with Him. Hallelujah!

If not, we urge you to trust Christ today and accept God's gift of eternal life (John 3:16). You might pray a prayer like this: 'God, |
know I'm a sinner and deserve a punishment of death. But | believe your Son took that punishment for me and | trust His name
alone for salvation. | invite Him to live in my heart, to change me, and to be my Lord forever. Thank you. In His name, Amen.

Acts 3:2
F B Meyer
Acts 3:2 Whom they laid daily at the door of the temple which is called Beautiful. (r.v.)

Is not this thyself? Thou art of the Israel of God. There is no doubt of thy name being enrolled in the pedigree of elect and
regenerate souls; but thou art lame, needing to be carried by the strong support of minister and friend; never able to leap, and walk,
and praise God; and at the best only able to reach the outer side of the Beautiful Gate that conducts to the richest, gladdest life.
Through that gate of entire consecration there come snatches of holy melody; glimpses of white-vestured souls; visions of ideals of
life which thou hast not attained but thou art excluded, condemned to live on the alms of those that enter. How great the pity! Why
shouldest thou not have the very best that God can give?

But look up! expect to receive something; open thine ears to hear and thine heart to receive immediately strength, just where thou
lackest it most sorely. The feet and ankle-bones of this helpless cripple only needed strength; they were perfectly formed, but
paralysed. Similarly thine ideals of Christian living are true and accurate, but thou art deficient in power. Thou must receive strength.

But this strength can only be had by union with the risen Lord. His name (that is, his nature) alone can make thee strong, and give
thee perfect soundness in the presence of those who have hitherto only pitied thy weakness. Believe in Him! All that have ever risen
up to obey his lead have had perfect health and strength. Open thine heart to receive them. Claim and appropriate the power and
grace of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit of Life which is in Christ Jesus shall make thee free from the law of sin and death, from weakness
and failure.

Meyer, F. B.. Our Daily Homily

ACTS 4

Acts 4:1-37.
TODAY IN THE WORD

The fact that the church is undergoing persecution in many parts of the world today should not surprise us. Suffering for Christ has
been a way of life for His people since the days of the apostles.

One of the most beleaguered parts of Christ’s body is the African nation of Sudan. There a violent Islamic regime has killed many
believers and inflicted great hardship. But despite this persecution the Sudanese church is growing! One church leader estimates
that seventy-five percent of the people in southern Sudan are now Christians, compared to fifteen percent a little over a decade ago.

Acts 4 records the very beginning of this 2 -year record of faithfulness to the Lord. This story also shows us the real motivation
behind those who seek to stamp out the witness of the church.

Notice for example that what riled up the authorities was that Peter and John were preaching Jesus (v. 2). Since they had
condemned Jesus to death (v. 10), they didn’t want anybody mentioning His name again. They were hoping the whole incident of
the cross and the claims of Jesus’ resurrection would quietly blow over!

This determined opposition to Jesus Christ tells us who was directing this persecution behind the scenes. Satan was determined to
prevent Christ from going to the cross. Having failed that, he turned his rage on the body of Christ.



Verses 5-21 further reveal the evil motives of those who tried to silence the infant church. The next day when the Jewish ruling
council called for Peter and John to appear, the healed beggar was standing right there with them. Did they rejoice that one of their
own had been made whole? No, they were only interested in stopping this “Jesus business” before it got out of hand.

TODAY ALONG THE WAY

The prayer of the church (vv. 23-31) is remarkable. Believers there did not ask for ease or safety, but for boldness to preach the
Word and to be faithful to Christ.

ACTS 4:1-12

What is it that discourages you from witnessing? During China’s Boxer Rebellion of 1900, insurgents captured a mission station,
blocked all the gates but one, and in front of that one gate placed a cross flat on the ground. Then the word was passed to those
inside that any who trampled the cross underfoot would be permitted their freedom and life, but that any refusing would be shot.
Terribly frightened, the first seven students trampled the cross under their feet and were allowed to go free. But the eighth student, a
young girl, refused to commit the sacrilegious act. Kneeling beside the cross in prayer for strength, she arose and moved carefully
around the cross, and went out to face the firing squad. Strengthened by her example, every one of the remaining ninety-two
students followed her to the firing squad. (Today in the Word, Feb. 89). What do I risk in witnessing? Possibly rejection or
persecution from someone. Whatever the risk may be, | must realize that nothing done for Christ is ever wasted.

Acts 4:1-31
The kings of the earth take their stand ... against the Lord. - Psalm 2:2
TODAY IN THE WORD

The June 1988 issue of Mission Frontiers, the bulletin of the U.S. Center for World Mission, describes the arrest of Xu Yongzhe, an
itinerant evangelist from China, who risked coming to Beijing so that he might meet Billy Graham. Xu Yongzhe was a fugitive for
refusing to follow a government policy designed to prevent itinerant evangelists from preaching the gospel. Yet despite persecution,
house churches overseen by Xu Yongzhe had grown from 200 to more than 3,000 during the previous eight years.

Acts 4 records the church's first imprisonment for “unauthorized” preaching, but sadly the past 2,000 years have witnessed
countless other such arrests, such as Xu Yongzhe's case.

The religious authorities, the Sadducees, were particularly offended by teaching about the resurrection, which they denied. They
probably also didn't like the idea of “lay people” instructing the masses, who were clearly responding (v. 4)!

The ruler's question to Peter and John is crucial (v. 7). Certain that they acted on God's behalf and spoke with His authority, they
couldn't imagine what power Peter and John might be drawing upon.

Considering that this same court convicted Jesus just weeks earlier, Peter's boldness is unbelievable. Although already indwelt by
the Holy Spirit, he was given a special filling at this point. Recall Jesus' own promise: “When you are brought before synagogues,
rulers, and authorities, do not worry about how you will defend yourselves or what you will say, for the Holy Spirit will teach you at
that time what you should say” (Luke 12:11-12).

Upon hearing what had happened to Peter and John, the whole community praised the Sovereign Lord. Recognizing the fact that the
rulers of the world rage against God, the early disciples prayed for more boldness to preach and power to perform signs and
wonders in the name of Jesus.

APPLY THE WORD

We should be encouraged from Peter and John's example that being an effective witness doesn't require going to seminary! The
most essential qualification for evangelism is available to every believer—reliance upon the Holy Spirit. Although a seminary degree
is certainly appropriate for some ministries, God is more than happy to use “untrained” individuals with willing hearts. Peter and John
are also an example of the importance of teamwork in ministry. They were no doubt encouraged by each other's presence.

Acts 4:12
TODAY IN THE WORD

Coins in the United States have the phrase “In God We Trust” stamped upon them. But to which God does this refer? It is true that
many who framed the Constitution shared common values shaped by their Judeo-Christian heritage, but the American religious
scene is now far more pluralistic than it was when the United States was founded. While many still acknowledge Jesus Christ as



God’s Son and believe that the Bible is the Word of God, Christians must compete in the marketplace of ideas along with Muslims,
Buddhists, Hindus, and countless other religious views. The United States is one of the most religiously diverse countries on earth.

This tradition of religious pluralism offers at least one advantage. It has allowed the church to worship and proclaim the gospel in
freedom. But it also poses a danger. Because we live in a culture that celebrates religious diversity, we face the temptation of
becoming religious pluralists ourselves. With so many views existing side by side, how do we protect ourselves from embracing false
views of God?

The children of Israel were confronted with a similar problem. Moses warned that once they settled in the land God had promised to
give them, their faith would be constantly challenged by the pagan beliefs of the surrounding nations. False prophets would come
claiming to have special insights directly from God and demonstrating the ability to perform miraculous signs. Friends and relatives
could be deceived by their teaching and might tempt others to adopt the same views. Entire towns might be drawn into false
worship.

APPLY THE WORD

In order to “guard the good deposit” of truth that has been entrusted to us, we must first know the truth. Obtain a copy of your
church’s doctrinal statement from your pastor or a church leader and study it. What does it tell you about the truths your church
believes are essential to the Christian faith? What does it say about Jesus Christ and His work? The Moody Publishers catalog has
many books about Christian doctrine, such as Basic Theology by Charles Ryrie and Foundational Faith edited by John Koessler.

Acts 4:13-31

Stevie brought home a paper from kindergarten that was not up to his usual stellar performance—he had failed to color the picture
completely. Mom talked to him and explained how important it is to do his schoolwork well. Then, expecting a promise of better
things, she asked, "So, what are you going to do about it tomorrow?" "I'm going to stay home!" he replied.

Maybe you've been criticized for something you said or did. Perhaps you've taken on a project that didn't go as planned. Maybe
you've gotten involved in a relationship that fell apart. When a new opportunity comes along that might put you in a situation similar
to one in which you've not been successful, what do you do? Do you try to improve on your record, or do you run away from it like
Stevie wanted to do?

Giving up is always the easy way out of difficulty, but eventually we all need to learn what Peter learned. Just before Jesus was
crucified, Peter denied that he was one of Christ's disciples (John 18:15-18). But the story doesn't end with this failure. Later, Jesus
encouraged Peter to serve Him, and what happened to Peter? The early chapters of Acts tell us that he was leading the early church
and boldly proclaiming the Gospel. Peter had learned how to build on failure, not get buried in its rubble.--J D Brannon (Our Daily

Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

Acts 4:20
C H Spurgeon
Acts 4:20 "We cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard."

1976 What said John Bunyan after he had lain in prison many years simply for preaching the gospel? The magistrates said, "John,
we will let you out, but you must promise not to preach again. There are the regular clergymen of the country; what have you, as a
tinker, to do with preaching?"

John Bunyan did not say, "Well now, | can see that this preaching is a bad thing. It has got me into prison, and | have had hard work
to sell enough laces to keep my wife and that poor blind child of mine. | had better get out of this place and stick to tinkering."

No, he did not talk like that, but he said to the magistrates, "If you let me out of prison today, | will preach again tomorrow, by the
grace of God." And when they told him that they would not let him out unless he promised not to preach, he bravely answered, "If |
lie in jail till the moss grows on my eyelids, | will never conceal the truth which God has taught me. " - C H Spurgeon

Acts 4:31
F B Meyer
Acts 4:31 They were all filled with the Holy Ghost.

They had been filled on the Day of Pentecost, and Peter had been suddenly and mightily infilled for his encounter with the
Sanhedrim (Acts 4:8); but here again they were all privileged, whilst in the attitude of prayer and praise, to be once more most
blessedly infilled. From this we gather that we may claim repeated fillings of the Holy Spirit.
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But let us remember that it is not necessary for the place to be shaken, or for the air to be filled with the outward phenomena of
Pentecost as the necessary condition of this heavenly gift. Mr. Fletcher reminds us that the Lord may be pleased to come softly to
our help. He may make an end of our corruption by helping us to sink gently to unknown depths of meekness. Like Naaman, we are
full of prejudices. We expect that the Penecostal gift will come to us with as much ado, pomp, and bustle, as the Syrian general
looked for. But the blessed Paraclete often disconcerts all these preconceived notions. When we are looking for the hurricane, He
comes as the zephyr. When we are expecting the torrent to pour into and fill the well, He fills it by single drops.

But the results will always be the same — great boldness in witness-bearing, much liberty in prayer and praise; great grace and
beauty of character; self-denying love for those in need; great power through union with the risen Lord. If the second chapter of this
book had been lost from the first MS., we must still have inferred something like the Pentecost. In no other way could we have
accounted for the marvellous change which passed over the followers of Jesus, delivering them from the cowardice. wrangling, and
prejudices of former days. Oh for a similar transforming experience for us all!

Meyer, F. B. Our Daily Homily
Acts 4:32
WHO WILL DO THE WORK?
Those who believed were of one heart and one soul. --Acts 4:32
The following letter, which speaks for itself, was circulated in a large congregation.
Dear Friend:
Our church membership... 1400
Nonresident members... 75
Balance left to do the work... 1325
Elderly who've done their share... 25
Balance left to do the work... 1300
Sick and shut-ins... 25
Balance left to do the work... 1275
Members who do not give... 350
Christmas and Easters members... 300
Balance to do the work...
Members who are overworked... 300
Balance left to do the work... 325
Members with alibis... 200
Balance left to do the work... 125
Members too busy with other things.123
Balance left to do the work... 2

Just you and me, friend, and you had better get busy, because it's too much for me!

The historian Luke said the members of the first-century church were of one mind, they cared for each other, and God was working
among them. He will work in our church too if we will let His Spirit work through us. -H W Robinson (Our Daily Bread, Copyright RBC

Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)
The church is made up of just two kinds of folk;
No matter how you and | view it --
The ones who just talk about what should be done,

And those who get busy and do it. — Anon
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Acts 4:32-37
You are His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you (1 Peter 2:9).

As newsman Clarence W. Hall followed American troops through Okinawa in 1945, he and his jeep driver came upon a small town
that stood out as a beautiful example of a Christian community. He wrote, "We had seen other Okinawan villages, ... down at the
heels and despairing; by contrast, this one shone like a diamond in a dung heap. Everywhere we were greeted by smiles and
dignified bows. Proudly the old men showed us their spotless homes, their terraced fields, ... their storehouses and granaries, their
prized sugar mill."

Hall saw no jails and no drunkenness, and divorce was unknown. He learned an American missionary had come there thirty years
earlier. While he was in the village, he had led two elderly townspeople to Christ and left them with a Japanese Bible. These new
believers studied the Scriptures and started leading their fellow villagers to Jesus. Hall's jeep driver said he was amazed at the
difference between this village and the others around it. He remarked, "So this is what comes out of only a Bible and a couple of old
guys who wanted to live like Jesus."

The great power of God's Word leads to salvation through faith in Christ, creating a "special people," a community of believers who
love one another, exhort one another, and serve God together. We need to pray that our churches will be an example of God's

power to a watching world. —H. V. Lugt (Our Daily Bread. Copyright RBC Ministries. Grand Rapids, MI. Reprinted by permission. All
rights reserved)

The world at its worst needs the church at its best.

Acts 5

Acts 5:1-42,

TODAY IN THE WORD

As celebrated violinist Erica Morini, ninety years old and nearly blind, lay dying last fall in a New York hospital, her Manhattan
apartment was robbed.

But this was no ordinary thievery. Morini’s prized possession was taken: a 268-year-old Stradivarius violin worth $3.5 million. Morini
had willed any profits from the sale of the violin to charity, along with the rest of her estate. She died two weeks after the robbery,
never knowing that her beloved violin was gone.

Reports such as this make us shake our heads in amazement at the coldness of human hearts. But then, we shouldn’t wonder why
someone would steal from a dying woman. Ananias and Sapphira, members of the church at Jerusalem and witnesses to incredible
events, stole from the living Lord!

Just as persecution from without has a way of spurring the growth of the church and the spread of the gospel, so does the cleansing
of the church from within. The sin of this couple and the severity of their judgment need to be seen in the context of a church where
all the believers (Acts 4:32) rallied in the face of persecution and poverty.

Ananias and Sapphira tried to deceive the apostles and lied to God. When the church is at its strongest and most dynamic, when the
body of Christ is committed to proclamation and worship and true fellowship, sin is taken very seriously. Purity is a priority. Acts 5:11
records the result of these two deaths, but fear did not cause the church to cringe or pull back. Just the opposite. The church
emerged from this act of judgment to resume and increase its witness, even as persecution grew.

TODAY ALONG THE WAY

Look at the words of the Jewish elder named Gamaliel in verses 38-39.

His observation is a fact that no one in Jerusalem could deny. Whatever they thought of Peter and his fellow apostles, something
unexplainable was happening in their lives.

Acts 5:1-16
Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events. - Acts 5:11

TODAY IN THE WORD
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Reciting the text of Deuteronomy 32:35, 38-year-old Jonathan Edwards opened what would become his most famous sermon: “Here
the Lord warns us that sudden destruction falls upon the wicked. There is nothing that keeps wicked men at any one moment out of
hell but the mere pleasure of God. O sinner, consider the fearful danger you are in.” The sermon, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry
God,” left the congregants of Enfield, Connecticut, quaking with fear, some even crying aloud for God’s mercy.

That’s the kind of fear inspired by today’s story. Luke, the author of the book of Acts, records for us a turning point for the early
Christian church. The followers of Jesus were just beginning to understand their new identity in Jesus. They were figuring it out day
by day as they met together for meals and worship and to sit under the Apostles’ teaching. They knew the gospel of Jesus Christ
demanded a sharing of resources, and they became radically generous with one another. Wealthy disciples sold property and
donated the proceeds to the church. The poor were being cared for in their midst.

Ananias and Sapphira saw this generous outpouring. They, too, sold property, but rather than donate all of the proceeds (which was
not commanded), they chose to hold back a portion. Their sin was not in withholding some of the money from the sale; rather, their
sin was in claiming that they had turned over all the proceeds to the disciples.

The consequence for their sin was swift and severe. It sent shivers down the spine of every believer and nonbeliever alike. God
knew the secrets of men’s hearts. And not only that, He was revealing those secrets to the Apostles! The church was altered by this
event, for now it was unmistakable that the gathering of believers in Jesus was a holy assembly where God'’s presence was real.

APPLY THE WORD

What would it look like for the church today to walk in the fear of the Lord? What would change if we became acutely aware that God
was witness to all we said and did? Pray for the leaders in your church today, that they would walk in the fear of the Lord. Pray that
your church would experience growth as the result of new believers being added to your numbers when they marvel at the visible
work of God in your midst.

Acts 5:12-16 Esther 8:15-17

The fear of the Lord teaches a man wisdom, and humility comes before honor. - Proverbs 15:33 Read Acts 5:12-16, and note the
similarities between the Jews in Esther's day and the early Christian church in Acts. Both groups inspired others to put their faith in
God.

TODAY IN THE WORD

J. R. R. Tolkien, a Christian and author of the Lord of the Rings trilogy, never defended his stories as biblical allegory. Instead, they
were what he called “true myth.” By this, he was emphasizing the mythological nature of the plot and characters and the “truth” of the
themes. One such theme in the Lord of the Rings is the triumph of good over evil, a clearly Christian idea.

This theme resounds in the final chapters of Esther, helping us to see the place of this book in the canon of Scripture. Early on, we
noted that many people question the relevance of Esther. Why would a book that never explicitly mentions God be included in the
Bible? Now we begin to see that its themes of the triumph of good and the blessings of obedience are essential for strengthening our
Christian devotion.

Today's key verse reiterates this theme and provides a framework for today's reading. This proverb compares two synonymous
phrases to say that the fear of the Lord is, in essence, humility. Just as the fear of the Lord teaches wisdom, it also assures honor.

It's helpful to think back to the stark contrast between the two characters, Haman and Mordecai. Haman followed the road of
foolishness, not the path of wisdom. He lived for himself, pursuing his pleasures and ambitions. He was greedy for his own honor. In
the end, all that he had desperately wanted and aspired to was taken from him. Mordecai, on the other hand, went the way of
wisdom. He feared the Lord with humility and faith. He did not seek his own honor. He was never climbing any ladders of personal
fame or prominence. And look at his reward in today's reading!

Mordecai was dressed like the king. He was wearing “royal garments,” a “crown of gold,” and a “purple robe” (v. 15). This regal
picture of Mordecai echoed Haman's earlier ambitions for his own personal glory (cf. 6:7-9). And now Mordecai enjoyed not only the
king's favor but also the favor of the entire kingdom. Ultimately, however, the favor Mordecai received served to glorify God, causing
many to become “Jews because fear of the Jews had seized them” (v. 17).

APPLY THE WORD

Read Acts 5:12-16, and note the similarities between the Jews in Esther's day and the early Christian church in Acts. Both groups
inspired others to put their faith in God. We've already learned that we will suffer for Christ and His kingdom. Here we learn that at
times we will be honored for our Christian devotion and lead others to God! How many people have seen God's work in your life and



placed their trust in Christ? Pray for God's glory to be seen in you, as well as the boldness to declare His glory.
Acts 5:12-42

Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. - 2 Timothy 3:12

TODAY IN THE WORD

Experts tell us that the church is facing more persecution now than ever before. In several central Asian countries, laws ban
churches that aren't legally recognized, but make it virtually impossible for churches to become legal. New Christians are often
accused of forsaking family and culture and can be “brainwashed,” isolated, and even beaten to force them to renounce Christianity.
And yet, despite death threats, martyrdom, and intense opposition, the church is growing in Central Asia, just as it often does with
persecution.

Recall that the church prayed for bold preaching and more signs and wonders in the name of Jesus (see Sept. 5). Here we see this
prayer powerfully answered.

It's not surprising that once again the Sadducees feel threatened. But physical power is never effective against the power of the
gospel. Prison doors are no obstacle for an angel who also gives the apostles a fresh commission to preach. Once again we see
that ultimate allegiance can only be given to God. Other places in the Bible (such as Rom. 13:1-7 and 1 Peter 2:13-14) exhort
believers to submit to the governing authorities. Yet when governments require believers to deny the Lord or to commit immoral
acts, believers must choose to obey God and suffer the consequences.

As we've seen before, Peter used the event at hand as an opportunity for preaching the gospel. The truth about Jesus enraged the
Sanhedrin, who would have killed the apostles, if not for the council of Gamaliel, perhaps the greatest teacher of his time. His “wait
and see” advice spared the apostles, although flogging was a brutal punishment that could result in death.

Yet the disciples didn't pity themselves, but rejoiced for suffering dishonor for the Name. Renewed by the very punishment that was
intended to silence them, the disciples increased their efforts to share the good news that Jesus is the Messiah!

APPLY THE WORD

For those of us who may not experience direct persecution, it's crucial that we stay informed and pray for our brothers and sisters
who are oppressed. To help get started, visit www.bibleleague.org for a 21-day prayer guide for the persecuted church. Yet perhaps
some of us need to ask why we aren't persecuted. Consider the following words from evangelist Ajith Fernando: “Evangelism
provokes persecution, while persecution energizes evangelism.” A lack of evangelism may account for a lack of persecution.

Acts 5:29 Exodus 1:15-22
We must obey God rather than human beings! - Acts 5:29
TODAY IN THE WORD

Martin Luther King Jr., one of the most courageous leaders in recent American history, faced threats and opposition, eventually
giving his life in the fight for civil rights. Fear, however, would not dissuade him. He wrote, “There comes a time when one must take
a position that is neither safe, nor politic, nor popular, but he must do it because Conscience tells him it is right.”

The Hebrew midwives faced just such a moment in our reading today. The Pharaoh of Egypt had given them a direct command: kill
every Hebrew boy at his birth. This is exactly the kind of moment to inspire knee-knocking fear. Pharaoh held all the power, and he
had every advantage over the midwives. He was a man; they were women. He was an Egyptian; they were Hebrews. He was king,
and they were commoners. If they defied him, the midwives would likely lose their lives. The risk was so great—it was a matter of
life and death.

But the midwives knew of Someone greater than Pharaoh. Perhaps they had learned of Him on their mothers’ knees, hearing stories
told of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. They knew of the miraculous rescue of Jacob’s family from the famine. And as with Noah and
Abraham, the midwives saw more than just the obvious dangers presented by Pharaoh. They saw God, and they feared Him. They
would defy the one who had authority to kill them, because ultimately they had to trust the One who had power to protect them.

They had reasons to trust. The narrative has this relentless forward movement, starting from the very beginning of Exodus 1. As a
people, the Hebrews were multiplying. Pharaoh strategized about ways to oppress them, to control them, and to enslave them. But
they simply wouldn’t be subdued. And we of course know why. God was on their side, fighting for them!

The Hebrew midwives trusted God despite the danger, and their lives were preserved and blessed.



APPLY THE WORD

When we are ruled by fear, we demand safety and security. We’re unwilling to take risks. But the life of following Jesus is a life full of
risk. Which character in the Bible wasn’t asked by God to do something extraordinarily risky? Our Lord Himself faced the ultimate
danger, that of losing His life. He did it willingly because He knew of God'’s greater plan. Faith means trusting God in the face of risk,
and it requires we see God’s protection over us even in the midst of danger.

Acts 5:42 Acts 7:30--8:3
TODAY IN THE WORD

Richard Wurmbrand, author of Tortured for Christ, was a pastor and leader of the underground church in communist Romania
during the years after World War Il. Imprisoned for his faith, Wurmbrand met a young communist lieutenant who was thoroughly
indoctrinated by Marxism and believed he was creating a better world by arresting and persecuting Christians. The young officer
scoffed at Pastor Wurmbrand’s sincere expression of love for his enemies. But after many conversations about Christianity,
Wurmbrand finally had the privilege of leading this officer to faith in Christ in the pastor’s prison cell.

That zealous young lieutenant reminds us of the zealous young Saul. Saul fervently believed that Christians presented a menace
and a threat to the religion in which he had been trained so thoroughly. This rabbi desired to prove his dedication to the traditions of
his Jewish faith by becoming the chief persecutor of Christians.

Before Saul appeared on the scene, Stephen delivered a powerful indictment to the elders of Israel. He reminded the Jewish council
that the nation’s forefathers failed to obey Moses despite the miracle of the exodus from Egypt. Stephen then charted Israel’'s
rebellion and idolatry all the way from the golden calf to the worship of idols that led to the Babylonian exile. One of the worst
examples was the worship of Molech, which required child sacrifice.

Verses 44-50 are important because Stephen showed that God’'s work and His presence were not limited to the temple in
Jerusalem. In other words, God’s Spirit was at work in the new beginning called the church, and these “stiff-necked” men were
resisting it just as their ancestors resisted God (v. 51).

No one nodded off during Stephen’s sermon! The violent reaction of the elders and the execution of Stephen demonstrated that the
hatred directed toward the church was of more than human origin.

God knew that hostility would come. The “Hound of heaven” was pursuing Saul, and Stephen’s death was part of the plan to compel
Saul to face the truth.

APPLY THE WORD
Most of us can recall people whom God used to awaken us to our sin and our need of a Savior.

You can probably name several people like this in your own life. Why not send them a new year’s greeting and a word of
appreciation, if that’s still possible? Whether it's a phone call, a note, or a personal visit, your contact may be just the spark of joy or
encouragement someone needs in these opening days of 2000. Is there someone you can contact even today?

Acts 5:4
F B Meyer
Acts 5:4 Thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.

Achan, Belshazzar, and Ananias, met the same fate, because of their persistent use of devoted things. When once we have devoted
aught to God, He counts it as his own, and strikes down the hand that would abase it to common and profane use. The Lord our
God is a jealous God; He will brook no perversion of his rights. Beware that you take back nothing which you have laid on God’s
altar, least of all yourself. Each gathering of believers is endowed with mystic and extraordinary importance, because the Lord,
through the Eternal Spirit, is literally present. The true President is not the minister, however distinguished by his gift or grace, but
the Divine Spirit Himself; and any sin against the Church is really against Him. It is this Divine presence that invests a gathering of
the simplest, humblest believers with such unique importance. It is this which gives them the mysterious binding and loosing power,
which is recognized and ratified in heaven. Behind Peter was the real Head of the Church; and so with every faithful minister. Honor
the Personality, the Presidency, and Deity of the Holy Spirit, as set forth in this narrative.

Dr. Gordon told me on one occasion that he had in his church a man who, like a very crooked stick, obstructed all its work. He spoke
to him alone, and before his brethren; but to no purpose. Then he bethought himself; and remembered that not himself, nor his
church officials, was the true Head of the Church, but Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit. He therefore handed the whole matter



over to the Divine Spirit, as the Executive of the Godhead. In a fortnight this man had left the city, and necessarily ceased the
obstruction in which he had persisted.

Meyer, F. B. Our Daily Homily
Acts 5:41

In ancient Rome, crowds by the tens of thousands would gather in the Coliseum to watch as Christians were torn apart by wild
animals. Paul Rader, commenting on his visit to this famous landmark, said,

“I stood uncovered to the heavens above, where He sits for whom they gladly died, and asked myself, “‘Would
I, could |, die for Him tonight to get this gospel to the ends of the earth?“

Rader continued,

“| prayed most fervently in that Roman arena for the spirit of a martyr, and for the working of the Holy Spirit in
my heart, as He worked in Paul’s heart when He brought him on his handcuffed way to Rome.”

Those early Christians

“lied on the threshold of heaven, within a heartbeat of home, no possessions to hold them back.” Qur Daily
Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

ACTS 6

Acts 6:1-7:19.

TODAY IN THE WORD

A policeman noticed a poor-looking older lady picking things up off the street and putting them into her apron. Afraid that she was up
to no good, he approached her and said gruffly, “What is it you're hiding there in your apron? Open it up or I'll run you in.”

Smiling, she opened her apron and showed him bits of broken glass, nails and other sharp objects. “Why are you gathering those?”
the policeman asked.

“I pick them up every day,” she answered. “Many barefooted children come this way every day and are liable to cut their feet.”

That lady had a willingness to serve, a heart that looked for ways to meet others’ needs. That's the same attitude shown by Stephen
and the six other men chosen to administer the food given to widows in the church at Jerusalem. They were putting others before
themselves; they wanted to give, not to take.

These men were acting in much the same role as the later church office of deacon. While their task seems to have been a
temporary assignment to meet a specific need, it is nevertheless one of the earliest examples of administration in the young church.

The division of labor apparently settled the dispute and allowed the apostles to give their attention to their primary calling (6:4). This
was an important step in the governing of the church, as evidenced by the permanent office of deacon.

In verse 7 Luke reports on the growth of the young church (see also 2:41, 47; 4:4; 5:14). As a careful historian, Luke notes key
times of expansion and other important events and their effect on the church (see 9:31).

But the focus in today’s text is clearly on Stephen. The hostility building against the disciples settled for this moment on Stephen.
The false witnesses bringing false charges reminds us of the trial of Jesus Himself.

TODAY ALONG THE WAY

The neglect of the widows in the Jerusalem church reminds us of how easy it is to overlook important things in our busyness. Since
that's true, we can be grateful for people such as Stephen who are willing to serve others. These people see to the details that are
often passed by in our hurry to accomplish “important” things. You probably have several such people in your life.

Acts 6:1-7
Choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. - Acts 6:3

TODAY IN THE WORD


http://www.odb.org

The Pacific Garden Mission in Chicago has been ministering to the hungry and the homeless since 1877. Founded by George and
Sara Dunn Clarke, it ministers to both physical and spiritual needs through meals and Bible studies. It also provides clothing, free
medical and dental care, and job counseling and placement. Other ministries include English as a Second Language (ESL) classes
in the Polish community, a jail ministry, and the award-winning Unshackled! radio program, which features inspiring testimonies of
faith.

The Pacific Garden Mission follows in the footsteps of the original deacons in Acts 6. This is the only New Testament narrative we
have of church leaders being chosen (except Jesus' call of His disciples prior to the actual establishment of the church). Intriguingly,
the entire episode began from conflict within the church-serious conflict rooted in racial and socioeconomic causes. The good news
was that the church was taking care of widows (see March 15). The bad news was that the Grecian Jews felt that the resource
distribution favored the Hebraic Jews (v. 1).

Mediating the crisis, the Apostles went straight to the heart of the matter. They implicitly admitted that better administration could
more equitably meet the need, but their ministry calling and priorities meant that they were not the ones to do it. They needed to
focus on preaching and prayer, so they delegated the urgent responsibility of physical ministry to seven deacons. Notice that despite
the different assignment, spiritual leadership remained spiritual leadership-the deacons' qualification was not "managerial talent" but
rather "full of the Spirit and wisdom," and they were formally commissioned in prayer and with the laying on of hands. We don't know
the selection process, but it was clearly Spirit-blessed since it came up with such notables as Stephen and Philip. All the men
chosen had Greek names, acknowledging the justice of the Grecian Jews' complaint (vv. 5-6). Out of this critical conflict emerged
justice, leadership, and unity.

APPLY THE WORD

As today's reading shows, the original deacons were chosen as a matter of social justice-to resolve racial tension and distribute
resources fairly. In the same spirit, the church has often been involved in issues of social justice, such as the civil rights movement in
the United States. How the African American church was at the heart of the movement is an oft-neglected story in mainstream
history books, but you can learn more by watching the documentary film, We Shall Not Be Moved (2001).

Acts 6:1-15
Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, did great wonders. - Acts 6:8
TODAY IN THE WORD

The right tools and equipment make all the difference. No matter how talented, no one wants to demolish a building with just a
hammer. A hockey goalie wears the protective pads and mask for his position. An expert seamstress won’t use an upholstery needle
when she’s doing a delicate embroidery.

For the next few days we’ll examine what it means to grow in extending grace. Stephen provides an example of how God’s grace
enables us to serve the body of Christ and to proclaim the message of Jesus.

Stephen was selected for ministry because he was known as someone who was “full of the Spirit and wisdom” (v. 3). The church
needed men who were willing and prepared to engage in the growing ministry of aiding the needy, especially distributing food to the
widows. This was not just a sideline ministry; Scripture connects this work with the spread of the gospel (v. 7). Even here we see a
precursor to the images that Paul would use in his letters, describing the church as one body with many parts (see 1 Corinthians 12).

Additional information is provided about Stephen, who is described as “full of God’'s grace and power” (v. 8). What follows is a
marvelous picture of someone who has grown in the grace of God: this man selected for ministry to those in need becomes a
powerful example of boldness for Christ.

The miraculous signs done by Stephen first attracted the attention of Greek-speaking converts to Judaism, who began to debate him
—in vain (vv. 9-10). Flustered by their inability to win, they convinced some others to lie about Stephen, leading to his arrest by the
religious court in Jerusalem (v. 12). When given the opportunity to speak, Stephen delivered an impassioned history of God’'s work
with His people culminating in Jesus (see Acts 7). This bold presentation of the gospel incited the crowd to stone him to death.

Even in death, Stephen was full of God’s grace: following the example of Jesus, Stephen’s final words were an intercession for his
enemies (Acts 7:60). A life full of God’s grace ministers to others, proclaims the gospel, and extends forgiveness.

TODAY ALONG THE WAY

Sometimes we make a distinction in the church between the “important” roles and the “behind-the-scenes” work. God makes no
such distinction. Every act of service is seen by Him and is valuable for the ministry. Whether caring for children in the nursery,



maintaining the church food pantry, teaching a Bible study, or working in the sound booth, your contribution to the body of Christ is
important. We all can and should be described as full of wisdom, power, grace, and the Holy Spirit.

Acts 6:1-10
Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, did great wonders and miraculous signs among the people. - Acts 6:8
TODAY IN THE WORD

Scientists are working to perfect a new kind of “battery” that could be used in cell phones, notebook computers, and other portable
electronic devices. A fuel cell using inexpensive liquid methanol could be easily recharged from a carry-along flask or cartridge. Such
a power source would be environmentally friendly, producing only heat, carbon dioxide, and water as waste products. Fuel cells are
not a new idea, but barriers such as consumer habits and methanol's current classification as a dangerous substance stand in the
way of widespread use.

In today's reading, God's grace was Stephen's inexhaustible power source. We've already seen that grace brings forth godly
qualities and actions, and we see here that it can also result in powerful miracles. These miracles that Stephen and others worked by
grace were signs given by God to validate the truth of the gospel being preached (cf. Rom. 15:18-19; Heb. 2:4).

The context here is the early history of the Jerusalem church. An ethnic squabble had led to the choosing of deacons as part of the
evolving leadership structure. While the apostles would focus on prayer and preaching, the deacons were to take charge of acts of
practical service, such as distributing food to widows (vv. 2-4). These seven men—apparently all Grecian Jews in order to help ease
the racial tensions—were chosen by the group and commissioned by the Twelve for this new office.

The deacons were described as full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, and Stephen specifically was said to be full of faith, grace, and
power as well. Clearly, their abilities weren't limited to practical service, as both Stephen and Philip are recorded in Scripture as
having significant evangelistic ministries. Once again, we see an example of grace being linked inseparably with wisdom, faith,
power, and the Holy Spirit.

APPLY THE WORD

Stephen debated with Greek Jews, who “could not stand up against his wisdom or the Spirit by whom he spoke” (vv. 9-10). Grace
gives us the boldness and ability to share and defend our faith. Even if you feel like the most timid person, the grace that
empowered Stephen is the same grace available to you.

Pray today for the opportunity to share the good news of the gospel of grace with someone in your life.
Acts 6:1-15; 7:54-8:3

Be faithful, even to the point of death, and | will give you the crown of life. - Revelation 2:10

TODAY IN THE WORD

In his commentary on Acts, Ajith Fernando writes, “The story is told of a Christian martyr smiling as he was being burned at the
stake. His persecutor ... asked him what there was to be smiling about. He replied, | saw the glory of God and was glad.” Consider
also John and Betty Stam, Moody Bible Institute graduates, who were missionaries to China and were martyred in 1934. Shortly
before his death, John wrote, “Take away everything | have, but do not take away the sweetness of walking and talking with the King
of Glory!”

Such was also the experience of Stephen, who was full of the Spirit and wisdom (6:3), faith (6:5), and God's grace and power (6:8 ).
Not surprisingly, such godliness encounters opposition, this time from the Synagogue of the Freedman, descendents of freed Jewish
slaves taken earlier by the Romans. Like the Sanhedrin with Peter and John, these synagogue members were no match for
Stephen.

Unable to defeat Stephen in debate, they secretly drummed up false charges against him, specifically blasphemy against Moses
and God. Apparently, Stephen had been elaborating on Jesus' teaching that He, not the temple, was the true place where God met
with His people (see John 2:19-22) and that He Himself fulfilled all that the law had anticipated (see Matt. 5:17-18). Such truths
infuriated the Jewish religious leaders.

There couldn't be a greater contrast between Stephen's face (like an angel) and the faces of the Sanhedrin (like ferocious wild
beasts)! While they snarled and stoned him for blasphemy, Stephen looked upward, beholding Jesus in glory, standing to welcome
him to heaven. The many parallels between Stephen's death and Jesus' crucifixion show how closely Stephen followed Jesus.
Stephen prayed for Jesus to receive his spirit, just as Jesus prayed to the Father. Stephen also prayed for forgiveness for his



murderers. Stephen's death is tragic, yet his witness had a profound impact on others, especially one man, Saul.
TODAY ALONG THE WAY

Take time this weekend to read through Stephen's speech (7:2-53)—the longest one in Acts! He stressed two key points. First, God
often worked redemptively outside the Promised Land, and thus worship of God is possible outside the temple. Therefore, Jesus'
teaching about the temple is consistent with God's actions in the Old Testament. Second, the Israelites repeatedly rejected God's
appointed leaders and God's commands. So, it's the Jews, not Stephen, who have spoken (and acted) blasphemously.

ACTS 6:1-7
What do you consider to be qualifications for spiritual leadership in the Church?
Topic: Leadership

E. Stanley Jones told of a missionary who lost his way in an African jungle. He could find no landmarks and the trail vanished.
Eventually, stumbling on a small hut, he asked the native living there if he could lead him out. The native nodded. Rising to his feet,
he walked directly into the bush. The missionary followed on his heels. For more than an hour they hacked their way through a
dense wall of vines and grasses. The missionary became worried: “Are you sure this is the way? | don’t see any path.” The African
chuckled and said over his shoulder, “Bwana, in this place there is no path. | am the path.” (Today in the Word, May, 1996, p. 24).

Acts 6:8-7:60
Stephen ... looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God. - Acts 7:55
TODAY IN THE WORD

Many associate the term prophet with a person who predicts the future, but this is not the primary meaning of the biblical
designation. A biblical prophet is a messenger of the Lord, sent to proclaim God's will for His people and for restoration of the world.
Prophets often called people to repentance and foretold the coming Messiah. Today's study looks at a New Testament prophet with
an important message.

Stephen was prominent among the seven men chosen to oversee daily ministries in Jerusalem (6:1-6). He received recognition for
his wisdom, faith, grace, and power and is known as being full of the Holy Spirit (6:5, 8, 10; 7:55). Throughout Acts, "filled with the
Holy Spirit" describes someone enabled by the Spirit to bear bold witness to the risen Christ (cf. 4:8, 31). As believers in Christ, the
same Spirit indwells us, leading and empowering us to bear fruit of great faith and gospel ministry.

In our passage today, Stephen was falsely accused before the Jewish court. The scene looks similar to the trial of Jesus including
false witnesses and a hostile crowd (cf. Matt. 26:57-68). When given the opportunity to defend himself, Stephen defended God's
work of salvation throughout history. The focus of his speech was a scathing indictment. The accused became the accuser who
charged his audience with rebellion against God, which was displayed most definitively through their rejection of Christ. The crowd's
violent response confirmed the allegation; Stephen's response was Spirit-filled and exemplary. His eyes remained fixed on Christ,
his King and Advocate.

Stephen learned from Christ to face death, committing himself to Jesus (cf. Luke 23:46) and praying for forgiveness toward his
executioners. Saul is specifically mentioned in attendance, and his later conversion became a living testimony to effective prayer
(9:17; 22:3-21). That Stephen peacefully "fell asleep” in conclusion to a horrific scene demonstrated the Spirit's presence in his life
and death. Stephen is truly a model of great faith-ready to witness to Christ and courageous to face suffering.

APPLY THE WORD

Stephen is considered the first Christian martyr. Following his death, the church in Jerusalem was persecuted and scattered. Since
his death in a.d. 31/32, many Christians have suffered for the name of Christ. Tertullian, a leader of early Christianity, asserted, "The
blood of martyrs is the seed of the church." Indeed, Stephen's death ignited the flames of the gospel to go out beyond Jerusalem
among the Gentiles (see Acts 8). For more information on the persecuted church of today, go to www.persecutedchurch.org.

Acts 6

Satan uses many methods to hinder the work of the Lord. Chapters 6 through 8 of Acts contain three illustrations of how he does his
evil work through people and circumstances.

1. Satan creates dissension within the church. "In those days ... there arose a complaint against the Hebrews by the Hellenists"
(Acts 6:1). When a church becomes known for its bickering and backbiting, its witness in the community will be damaged.



2. The enemy tries to divert ministers and teachers from their main purpose of preaching the gospel. The apostles were feeling
pressured to "leave the Word of God and serve tables" (6:2). Satan employs a similar tactic today by getting a pastor so involved in
church programs that he has little time for prayer and the study of the Word.

3. In every age Satan seeks to destroy God's people. In Acts 7 and 8 we read that Stephen was martyred, and that Saul "made
havoc of the church" (8:3).

We need to be aware of Satan's tactics and be on guard against his attacks. We don't want to be a cause of dissension and
diversion in the church. Instead, let's prayerfully focus on Christ's purpose for our lives. --R W De Haan (Our Daily Bread. Copyright

RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)
| want to live above the world,
Though Satan's darts at me are hurled;
For faith has caught the joyful sound,
The song of saints on higher ground. --Oatman

Know Satan's strategy to avoid sin's tragedy.

Acts 6:4
F B Meyer

Acts 6:4 We will give ourselves continually to prayer.

If ever there was a sacred work, it was that of caring for these poor widows; and yet the apostles felt that even such duties might
interfere with the continual ministry of intercession. No doubt they always lived in the atmosphere and spirit of prayer, but they rightly
felt that this was not enough either for them or their work. So they sought a division of labor, that while some specially served tables
and ministered the alms of the church, others might be set free for steadfast continuance in prayer. This would keep the
communication with the King on the throne clear and fresh, would draw down the power and blessing of the heavenly world, and be
the means of procuring wisdom and strength for their great responsibilities.

There are many courses of usefulness open to each of us in this world, and we must choose the one, not only most suited to our
idiosyncrasies, but in which we can best serve our day and generation. It may be that in our incessant activities we are neglecting
the one method by which we may contribute most largely to the coming of our Father's kingdom. Notice that word give. It is as
though the Spirit of prayer were seeking natures so pure, so devoted, that without hindrance He might form Himself into them. Give
yourself to Him for this!

“In that day,” said our Lord, speaking of the Day of Pentecost, “ye shall ask in my name.” It is only when we are full of the Holy Spirit
that we can experience the true power to plead with God, and use the name of Christ so effectively as to receive the richest
blessings for ourselves and others. Much prayer, much blessing; little prayer, little blessing; no prayer, no blessing. “The Word of
God increased.”

Meyer, F. B. Our Daily Homily

ACTS 7

Acts 7:20-8:3.

TODAY IN THE WORD

When Martin Luther was summoned to the Diet of Worms in 1521 to answer charges of heresy, he thought he would be allowed to
defend his biblical views.

To his dismay, he was given no opportunity to defend his beliefs. Instead, he was ordered to recant. Luther asked for a day to think
about his decision, which he knew could mean his life. He prayed for courage, then came back the next day and made his stand on
the truth of Scripture. On his way back to Wittenberg, Luther was “kidnapped” by friends and taken into safe hiding.

There are times when we must take a stand—perhaps a difficult but necessary one. That was true for Luther, and in today’s reading
for Stephen as well. Stephen made a lengthy defense. His message is, in fact, the longest recorded sermon in Acts. But, unlike
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Luther, Stephen did not escape his persecutors.

Today we pick up Stephen’s remarkable message with the birth of Moses (v. 20). As he outlined the events of Israel’s exodus from
Egypt, the wilderness wanderings, and the giving of the Law, he began to build toward the point he wanted to make to the
assembled leaders of the nation.

He reminded these elders that their forefathers failed to obey Moses (v. 39). Stephen then charted Israel’s rebellion and idolatry all
the way from the golden calf to the worship of idols that produced the Babylonian exile. Verses 44-50 are important because in them
Stephen shows that God’s work and His presence are not limited to the temple in Jerusalem. In other words, God’s Spirit was at
work in this new manifestation of His will called the church, and these “stiff-necked people” were resisting it just as their ancestors
resisted God (v. 51).

No one nodded off during this sermon! The violent reaction of these elders and their summary execution of Stephen demonstrate
that the hatred directed toward the church was of more than human origin.

TODAY ALONG THE WAY

The story of Stephen reminds us that whatever the situation, the last word hasn’t been said until God has spoken.

Acts 7:1-29
You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good. - Genesis 50:20
TODAY IN THE WORD

Martin Luther appeared at the Diet of Worms in 1521 to answer charges of heresy because he challenged the Roman Catholic
Church's established teachings. Luther was not allowed to defend his biblical views, but instead was ordered to recant. He asked for
a day to think about his decision, which he knew could cost him his life. Luther prayed for courage, then came back the next day and
made his stand on the truth of Scripture, "l cannot do otherwise. Here | stand. God help me, Amen."

This great tradition of courage in the face of dire threats began in the church's earliest days with the apostles and their close
associates--

people like Stephen. God chose Stephen for the difficult task of answering false charges and facing persecution, for the greater
purpose of expanding His new work known as the church.

Stephen's arrest was motivated by fear. The Jewish establishment felt its religious system and its power being threatened, and its
members struck back to deal with this new "sect" which followed Jesus Christ. Stephen found himself standing before the same
Jewish council that had condemned Jesus.

Today's reading begins in a deceptively mild way. The high priest simply asked Stephen if the charges against him were true. When
Stephen saw he was being allowed to speak, he used the occasion to deliver the longest recorded sermon in Acts. The portion we
are studying today is the first half of a pointed message on Israel's history and disobedience.

Stephen obviously knew the Old Testament, but his powerful preaching was probably also a fulfillment of Jesus' promise that when
His followers were arrested and brought to trial, the Holy Spirit would give them the words to say (Mark 13:11).

Stephen's eloquent defense began with God's call of Abraham and His promises to the man who was the father of Israel. As
Stephen reviewed the lives of the patriarchs, the slavery of Israel in Egypt, and the rise of Moses, no one on the council had any
objections. But Stephen had a point to make with this message, and they weren't going to like his conclusion.

APPLY THE WORD
Stephen's story reminds us that whatever the situation, the last word hasn't been said until God has spoken.

That means it may be too early for us to give up on a problem that seems to hold no hope. Try this experiment. Write out your
biggest frustration, then set the card aside for a while. Now ask God to show you a new way of seeing the problem or a possible
solution, and what He wants you to learn from it. Once you've spent some time praying about the situation, go back and read what
you wrote. You may find God's purpose in your problem.

Acts 7:30-8:3
TODAY IN THE WORD

Richard Wurmbrand, author of Tortured for Christ, was a pastor and leader of the underground church in communist Romania



during the years after World War Il. Imprisoned for his faith, Wurmbrand met a young communist lieutenant who was thoroughly
indoctrinated by Marxism and believed he was creating a better world by arresting and persecuting Christians. The young officer
scoffed at Pastor Wurmbrand’s sincere expression of love for his enemies. But after many conversations about Christianity,
Wurmbrand finally had the privilege of leading this officer to faith in Christ in the pastor’s prison cell.

That zealous young lieutenant reminds us of the zealous young Saul. Saul fervently believed that Christians presented a menace
and a threat to the religion in which he had been trained so thoroughly. This rabbi desired to prove his dedication to the traditions of
his Jewish faith by becoming the chief persecutor of Christians.

Before Saul appeared on the scene, Stephen delivered a powerful indictment to the elders of Israel. He reminded the Jewish council
that the nation’s forefathers failed to obey Moses despite the miracle of the exodus from Egypt. Stephen then charted Israel’'s
rebellion and idolatry all the way from the golden calf to the worship of idols that led to the Babylonian exile. One of the worst
examples was the worship of Molech, which required child sacrifice.

Verses 44-50 are important because Stephen showed that God’'s work and His presence were not limited to the temple in
Jerusalem. In other words, God’s Spirit was at work in the new beginning called the church, and these “stiff-necked” men were
resisting it just as their ancestors resisted God (v. 51).

No one nodded off during Stephen’s sermon! The violent reaction of the elders and the execution of Stephen demonstrated that the
hatred directed toward the church was of more than human origin.

God knew that hostility would come. The “Hound of heaven” was pursuing Saul, and Stephen’s death was part of the plan to compel
Saul to face the truth.

APPLY THE WORD
Most of us can recall people whom God used to awaken us to our sin and our need of a Savior.

You can probably name several people like this in your own life. Why not send them a new year’s greeting and a word of
appreciation, if that’s still possible? Whether it's a phone call, a note, or a personal visit, your contact may be just the spark of joy or
encouragement someone needs in these opening days of 2000. Is there someone you can contact even today?

Acts 7:57-8:3; Philippians 3:1-1
As for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless. - Philippians 3:6
TODAY IN THE WORD

Are we living “successful” lives? Writer and cultural critic Francis Schaeffer once answered: “Only one thing will determine that—
whether this day I'm where the Lord of lords and King of kings wants me to be. To win as many as | can, to help strengthen the

hands of those who fight unbelief in the historical setting in which they are placed, to know the reality of ""the Lord is my song," and
to be committed to the Holy Spirit—that is what | wish | could know to be the reality of each day as it closes.”

Paul would say “Amen!” to this ... but it took some doing for God to bring him to that point. Our study this month is titled, “Paul: A
Life of Purpose That Changed the World,” but before he met Christ his life was filled with the wrong purposes. He was born in
Tarsus, a city northwest of Israel, and raised in a Jewish family that probably ran a successful tentmaking business. Perhaps named
after King Saul, an illustrious fellow Benjamite, he was theologically trained under the rabbi Gamaliel and became a zealous
Pharisee. As such, he thoroughly approved of Stephen's execution, and afterwards became the Sanhedrin's “enforcer,” actively
persecuting the early church. Since the persecution helped spread the church beyond Jerusalem and toward fulfilling the Great
Commission, this was actually Paul's unwitting first contribution to world missions!

Paul later said he had been a “blasphemer” and the “worst of sinners” (see 1 Tim. 1:12-16) and used his background to argue
against legalism. To have “confidence in the flesh” is to trust in the wrong road to salvation and dishonor God's grace. He counted
his past religious pedigree as a total “loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord” (Phil. 3.

Our devotions this month will progress mostly in chronological order, interweaving historical narratives and readings from Paul's
letters. We'll begin with the story of his spiritual rebirth, taking four days to examine how God changed him. This will help set the
stage as we study this unlikely hero whom God set apart to preach the gospel (Gal. 1:13-16).

TODAY ALONG THE WAY

What were you before God broke through your darkness? Where would you be today if He had not reached out to you? What might
you have become without His grace and love in your life? Give praise and thanks for the answers to these questions. Doing so will



help prepare your heart for this month's study. Pray as well that as we examine the life of the apostle Paul, God will transform your
thoughts, words, and actions in ways that glorify Him.

Acts 7:51-60

PEOPLE who announce bad news sometimes get blamed for causing it. It is difficult to be the one who bears unwelcome news. The
meteorologist can upset people by predicting rain on the Fourth of July. It's not the forecaster's fault, yet he or she still takes the heat
for bringing the message.

On a much more serious note, when Stephen addressed the religious leaders of Israel, he incurred their wrath because he boldly
told them the truth about themselves. He criticized their ancestors and implicated the whole council in the murder of Jesus Christ.

Everything he said was true. So what did they do with this indictment? They "gnashed at him with their teeth” (Acts 7:54). They
threw him out of the city and killed him. Because he told the truth, Stephen died under a barrage of stones.

When we speak out for purity, righteousness, and godliness in a sinful, pleasure-loving world careening toward destruction, we too
will be criticized. But no matter what happens to us, we belong to God, and ultimately He will vindicate us, if not in this life, in the life

to come.—J D Brannon (Our Daily Bread. Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)
Acts 7:51-60

TELLITLIKEIT IS

You always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you. --Acts 7:51

It is difficult to be the one who bears unwelcome news. The TV meteorologist can upset people just by predicting that it's going to
rain on the Fourth of July. It's not his or her fault, yet the forecaster still takes the heat for bringing the message.

On a much more serious note, when Stephen addressed the religious leaders of Israel, he incurred their wrath because he boldly
told them the truth about themselves. He criticized their ancestors and implicated the whole council in the murder of Jesus Christ.
Everything he said was true. So what did they do with this indictment? They "gnashed at him with their teeth" (Acts 7:54). They
threw him out of the city and put him to death. Because he told the truth, Stephen died under a barrage of stones.

When we speak out for purity, righteousness, and godliness in a sinful, pleasure-loving world that seems destined to self-destruct,
we too will be criticized. But no matter what happens to us, we can call on God as Stephen did. We can take comfort in knowing that
we belong to Him and that ultimately He will vindicate us.

As God's people, let's pray that we will have the courage to tell it like it is. - J D Brannon Qur Daily Bread. Copyright RBC Ministries,
Grand Rapids, MI. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

Lord, give us courage to speak out

Against the evils of our day;

For only when the truth is known

Can sinners choose the better way.--D J De Haan

It's better to declare the truth and be rejected
than to withhold it just to be accepted.

Acts 7:55
F B Meyer
Acts 7:55 Being full of the Holy Ghost.

The blessed characteristic of Stephen lay in has being perpetually full of the Holy Ghost. It is said of others, even Peter, that they
were filled, as though they needed some special and over-mastering inducement for special service. But Stephen is more than once
described as full (Acts 6:5), as though he were always kept brimming, like a lake from the hills.

Those who are full of the Holy Spirit are always Looking steadfastly upwards. — They look not at the things which are seen, but at
those which are not seen. Across the valleys, they catch sight of the Delectable Mountains, rising like the Himalaya above the plains
of India. Whilst others look around for help, they lift up their eyes to the hills whence cometh their help; and to them heaven stands
always open.
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Those who are full of the Holy Spirit see and are transfigured by the glory of God. — What wonder that those who sat in the Council
beheld Stephen'’s face, as it had been the face of an angel. The light that shone there was not as when Jesus was transfiguredin
that case, the light of the Shechinah broke out from within — but here the glory of God shone from the open door of Heaven. So the
sunrise smites the highest peaks.

Those who are full of the Holy Ghost see the Lord Jesus, in his glory, as their Priest. — It is the special work of the Holy Spirit to
direct the gaze to Jesus. Those who are full of the Spirit may hardly be aware of his gracious presence, but they are keenly alive to
their Lord’s. The Spirit takes of the things of Jesus, and reveals them to the loving and obedient; specially those that concern his
priestly work on the cross and in heaven.

Meyer, F. B. Our Daily Homily

ACTS 8

Acts 8:1-2 James 1:1; John 7:1-5;

Whoever does God's will is my brother and sister and mother. - Mark 3:35

TODAY IN THE WORD

Jesus' answer in John 7:1-5 must have seemed harsh to those around Him. It was early in the Savior's ministry, and His mother and
brothers had come to see Him (Mark 3:31-35). Jesus said His true family was spiritual, made up of those who followed and obeyed
Him. He was not being harsh, but simply saying that anyone who wanted to come to Him must recognize Him as Savior and Lord.
Among Jesus' brothers standing there that day was James, later the author of the New Testament book that bears his name. Most
conservative Bible scholars believe James was one of Jesus' four half-brothers, born to Joseph and Mary after Jesus' virgin birth
(Matt. 13:55). During the Lord's earthly ministry, these men didn't believe that their older brother was also their Messiah.

We know this because the apostle John described an incident in which the brothers urged Jesus to go to Jerusalem and show
Himself to the nation. Then John wrote, 'Even His own brothers did not believe in Him' (John 7:5).

James was in that group of 'brotherly doubters.! But then something happened. After Jesus rose from the dead, He appeared to
James (1 Cor. 15:7). From that time on, the skeptical sibling became a devoted follower of Christ and the acknowledged leader of
the church in Jerusalem (Acts 15:12-21).

We have tremendous insight into the heart of this man through the letter he wrote to his fellow Jewish believers, 'the twelve tribes
scattered among the nations' (James 1:1). James' remarkable letter is the focus of our studies this month. That means we are in for
thirty-one days of intensely practical Christianity.

The first indication of James' attitude comes in the very first sentence of his letter. Here was the leader of the first church in the
Christian world. He was an associate of Peter and Paul. And he was the half-brother of Jesus on top of that. Talk about someone
with friends in high places!

But James pushed all that aside and adopted the most humble title possible. He was merely a 'servant' (v. 1). Sounds like his older
half-brother, doesn't he (see Mark 10:45)? It's an understatement to say that James understood the role of a believer.

APPLY THE WORD

It's possible some of our Today readers are like James the day he and his brothers expressed their unbelief in Jesus (see John 7:5).
In other words, we may think we are in Jesus' family when in fact, we have never come to Him in repentance and faith and trusted
Him as our Savior. If that's the case for you, we urge you to put your faith in Jesus Christ today. And if He is your Savior, join us in
praying that the Holy Spirit will draw others to the Lord.

Acts 8:4-8, 26-40
Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. - Acts 8:35
TODAY IN THE WORD

When Luka was just an infant his mother died, causing his father to abandon him. He was then given to his grandmother, who didn't
want him either and tried to sell him ... twice. Finally, after eight years of being passed around to various foster families, he ended
up at the Good Samaritan Orphanage in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. At first, Luka was withdrawn and continued to steal and lie. But



as time went on, Luka began to realize that God did have a plan for his life, which was found in the Bible.

In the eyes of many, a child such as Luka is a social outcast who would only end up causing trouble. But Luka looks much different
in the eyes of God, who cares about everyone, but especially those who are orphaned and cast aside. It's exciting to consider that
the spread of the gospel that began at Pentecost in Jerusalem (see yesterday's study) eventually spread to a young boy in
Cambodia named Luka.

After the events recorded in Acts 2, the next chapters of Acts show how the gospel began to spread through the Judean region (see
Acts 1:8). Ironically, the persecution that led to Stephen's death helped to spread the gospel into these outlying areas as followers of
Jesus were scattered by the Jewish authorities. This explains why Philip was in Samaria, proclaiming Christ (v. 4).

From Samaria, Philip was led by an angel to the southern area of Gaza, where he met an Ethiopian eunuch, returning from worship
in Jerusalem. Although this man held a very important royal post, eunuchs were generally treated as social outcasts. So Philip's
encounter with him shows that not only does the gospel transcend cultural barriers, but it also transcends class and social
distinctions.

Far from being rejected by God, we see that the Spirit supernaturally brought Philip to the eunuch to explain the Scriptures and to
share to good news of Jesus Christ. Once this key mission had been accomplished, the Spirit redirected Philip to other areas that
needed to hear about the gospel.

APPLY THE WORD

Like the Ethiopian eunuch, people still rejoice to hear the good news of Jesus Christ. Through the efforts of the Bible Society in
Cambodia and the Good Samaritan Orpha-nage, children like Luka are being transformed by God's love. Numerous Bible societies
throughout the world are committed to bringing the Bible to millions. If you are interested in learning more about the work of various
national Bible societies, you can visit the American Bible Society Web site at www.americanbible.org.

Acts 8:4-40.
TODAY IN THE WORD

The April 3 plane crash in Croatia that took the life of U.S. Commerce Secretary Ron Brown and thirty-four others revealed
shortcomings in the navigation equipment on military aircraft.

The pilots, attempting to reach the airport at Dubrovnik in pouring rain, were navigating with a compass and a radio receiver, which
one official likened to working with a typewriter in the computer age. Officials at the Pentagon said they would improve safety and
navigation equipment on military passenger planes in the future.

What a difference an excellent guidance system can make! Contrast, for example, the guidance given to evangelist Philip and to
Simon the sorcerer. Although Luke doesn’t say so explicitly, we know that Philip was led of the Holy Spirit to go to a city in Samaria
(v. 5). Later he was directed by an angel and “caught away” by the Holy Spirit.

Simon, on the other hand, was under the guidance and control of Satan. He used magic and sorcery to beguile people. But when
Simon tried to add the power of the Spirit to his bag of tricks, Peter warned him that he was heading for spiritual disaster.

Even though persecution was the surface cause of Philip’s going to Samaria, we see in his ministry the next stage in the fulfillment
of Jesus’ mandate (Acts 1:. Peter and John arrived to validate the authenticity of Philip’s revival, and the apostles bestowed the gift
of the Spirit on the Samaritan believers.

By the way, this is another important evidence of the transitional nature of the book of Acts. By the time we come to the epistles,
Paul tells us that the Holy Spirit is given at the moment of conversion (1 Cor. 12:13).

TODAY ALONG THE WAY
We’ll never duplicate Philip’s “travel arrangements,” but we can imitate his faithfulness.

Remember, Philip didn’t start out as an evangelist. He was one of the seven original table-servers in Jerusalem. Because he was
faithful where God called him, he was tapped for wider service.

Acts 8:5-25
Jews do not associate with Samaritans. - John 4:9

TODAY IN THE WORD



Most people associate the words Jew and Palestinian with images of tanks and bullets. The picture of Messianic Jews calling their
Palestinian brothers and sisters caught in the crossfire of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict to encourage them or to donate food and
money is quite different. Yet despite the deep hostility between these groups, the gospel's power is greater. Says Salim Munayer,
founder of the reconciliation group Musalaha, “There is an opportunity for reconciled Jews and Arabs to be an example ... to the
whole Israeli society.”

For many, reconciled Jews and Palestinians are hard to imagine. That's what it must have been like when the Samaritans received
the gospel. A huge divide existed between Jews and Samaritans. Samaritans were viewed as worse than Gentiles because they
were “half-breeds.” They were considered heretics because they rejected the Jerusalem temple and only accepted the first five
books of Moses as Scripture. Only the gospel could breach this great divide.

Because the Samaritans already had an expectation of a messiah, Philip used this foundation to proclaim the Good News. As we've
seen, the gospel's advance is accompanied by signs and wonders. Because the occult was extensive in this area, it's not surprising
that numerous exorcisms occurred (v. 7). But Philip wasn't the only one performing wonders. A magician named Simon had quite a
following. Yet whereas Philip preached the kingdom of God, Simon was apparently preaching the “kingdom of Simon.” It's hard to
know at what level he believed (v. 13), but his response to Peter's rebuke (v. 24) suggests that he'd never really accepted Jesus as
Lord.

The hardest part about today's passage is understQueen Victoria wonderedanding why God delayed giving the Holy Spirit to the
Samaritans until Peter and John arrived. Luke gives no indication that anything was lacking in Philip's sermon. Instead, delaying the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit assured the Samaritan believers that they were full participants in the early church with the full blessing
of the Jerusalem leaders.

TODAY ALONG THE WAY

It's interesting to notice that Peter and John follow Philip's lead by continuing to evangelize Samaritan cities on their return to
Jerusalem (v. 25). This should encourage us that powerful advances for the gospel are not always initiated by church leaders. In
fact, many racial reconciliation efforts are at the grass-roots level. As we continue our study in Acts, prayerfully ask the Spirit to show
you ways that you can help bring down the walls that still divide the body of Christ, whether they are ethnically or economically
based.

Acts 8:26-40
Without faith it is impossible to please God. - Hebrews 11:6
TODAY IN THE WORD

After listening to a sermon one Sunday, Queen Victoria wondered if she could be absolutely sure that she was saved. Unfortunately,
her chaplain couldn't give her such assurance. This became known to a commoner named John Townsend. After much prayer and
consideration, Townsend wrote a letter in which he urged the Queen to read John 3:16 and Romans 10:9-10. A few weeks later, he
received a reply from Her Majesty confirming the assurance that she'd received from God's Word.

Centuries before, the Lord also used another humble servant to bring salvation to another high-ranking official. Yesterday we saw
how the gospel breaks down ethnic barriers; today we see how social and economic barriers are similarly eroded. We also see
God's care for both entire cities as well as one individual.

Directed by an angel, Philip traveled from northern Samaria to the southern area of Gaza. We have no idea what Philip thought
about this, but his obedience was immediate. Out in the desert, Philip met a very important official, the Ethiopian Secretary of the
Treasury. Ethiopia at this time included modern southern Egypt and northern Sudan and was considered the ends of the earth (see
Acts 1:8).

A eunuch at that time could refer to a castrated male or a high court official under a female ruler. If this official were a Jewish
proselyte, then the latter is likely; otherwise, he would have been prohibited from entering the temple (see Deut. 23:1). He was also
educated because he was able to read. (It was customary to read out loud at that time.) And he was well-off; only wealthy people
could afford a chariot.

Most importantly, however, he was teachable. When queried by Philip, he welcomed the opportunity for instruction. Using Isaiah 53
as a springboard, Philip shared the gospel with this man. The eunuch's immediate desire to be baptized is heartening. Clearly,
here's someone who had been supernaturally prepared for the gospel!

TODAY ALONG THE WAY

Today's passage offers helpful guidelines for evangelism. First, Philip's bold witness to the eunuch followed his obedience to the



Spirit's prompting. In other words, we shouldn't wait for boldness before witnessing—it comes when we're obedient. Second, Philip
began with a question that opened a door. He allowed the eunuch to express a need and to invite discussion. Questions can be
powerful tools of evangelism. Finally, he used Scripture to explain the Good News. At some point, we need to get people into the
Bible

Acts 8:26-40
Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. - Acts 8:35
TODAY IN THE WORD

The late Dr. Paul Freed, founder of the global gospel broadcasting ministry Trans World Radio, told of traveling in remote bush
country in India. Freed’s party came to a roadside stand and decided to try an experiment. They asked the proprietor if he had ever
heard of Trans World Radio. He smiled, reached under the counter, and held up his transistor radio. He was a regular listener to
TWR’s programs, and even knew who Dr. Freed was.

The wonder of the gospel is that it can reach anyone on any dusty road, anywhere in the world. The same Holy Spirit who directs the
message of Christ to the hearts of listeners today sent Philip to the desert area south of Jerusalem to meet an African court official.

This man worshiped Israel’s God, though he may not have been a full-fledged convert to Judaism. But he was thirsty for the water of
life, and the Spirit used Philip to quench that thirst.

Philip’s ability to preach Christ from Isaiah 53 is remarkable, especially since he had no New Testament passages to refer to as
proof of the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy. But Philip no doubt had witnessed Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection, and could speak
with personal passion.

This official opened his heart to Christ and was saved. As evidence of his conversion, he requested baptism. Philip baptized him,
and then was immediately “snatched away” by the Holy Spirit for service elsewhere. The official went home, and the gospel spread
to Africa.

Philip next appeared at Azotus, the same city as the old Philistine capital called Ashdod in the Old Testament. This area was about
twenty miles north of Gaza, and Philip realized that God wanted him to carry the gospel to other cities also. It would be hard to miss
the point when God suddenly snatched you from one place and set you down somewhere else.

Philip’s story ends on a great note, with him preaching the gospel everywhere he went. He may have finally settled in Caesarea, but
he didn’t give up the work. Years later, he was known in Caesarea as “Philip the evangelist” (Acts 21:8).

APPLY THE WORD
What are you known for in your work, family, church, etc.?

A convicting question, but a good one to spend time answering. Think about how your fellow workers, friends, and family members
might characterize you if they were asked to describe your commitments and character. If you're a parent and/or grandparent, this is
an especially good question to ask concerning your children and grandchildren. Pray that God will help you keep first things first.

Acts 8:26-40
All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations. - Matthew 28:18-19
TODAY IN THE WORD

In 1947, the astrophysicist Subrahmanyan Chandrasekhar was scheduled to teach an advanced seminar at the University of
Chicago. He was living in Wisconsin at the time and doing important research but agreed to drive the 100 miles twice a week to
teach. The professor carried on with his plans, even though only two students enrolled in the course. He gave them his best, and ten
years later these two students won the Nobel Prize in physics, rewarding Dr. Chandrasekhar's work. Dr. Chandrasekhar himself won
the award in 1983. t seem to make sense at the moment but that prove their worth later in history. The Holy Spirit's command to
Philip to leave Samaria and go down to the desert might fall under that category. twelve disciplessee Acts 6:5), was at the center of
a magnificent revival in a city of Samaria (Acts 8:4-25) when the order came. He was one of the believers scattered by persecution
in Jerusalem as Saul stirred up fierce opposition against the church.Spirit was doing such a wonderful work in Jerusalem and the
church was growing at an almost unbelievable rate.determined that it was time for the Word to go to the ends of the earth, He
allowed persecution to arise, scattering the disciples. grumbling. Then, the Spirit commanded Philip to head south, out into the
middle of nowhere. It was there that Philip met the reason for his trip, the Ethiopian official whose heart was open to the gospel. and,
through him, helped carry the gospel into a new area of the world. Even then, the Spirit wasnfinished with Philip, catching him away



and sending him on another preaching tour (Acts 8:39-40).Philip is another great example of what one believer can do when he or
she is willing to be used by the Lord. (Acts 6:3). Is there anything happening in your life that can only be explained as the Holy Spirit
working within you? Take inventory today and if necessary repeat the commitment you made yesterday. God is eager to use you!

Acts 8:26
F B Meyer
Acts 8:26 The same is desert.

Desert means uninhabited. It seemed a strange providence that took Philip thither. He had been chosen to the honorable office of
deacon, and there was probably plenty of work to do in connection with the scattered Church. Moreover, he had just completed a
most successful mission in Samaria, where the multitude had given heed with one accord to the things he had spoken; but now he
was suddenly landed in these lonely solitudes, where only chance travellers could be eneountered. Did he not count it strange, and
wish to get home to his four little daughters (Acts 21:9)?

There are many deserts in life! The solitude of a new country, in which you do not know the language. The solitude of a sick-
chamber, in which the earnest worker suddenly discovers the limitations of physical weakness. The solitude of suspicion and dislike,
which contrast strangely with some large and devoted circle. Thither God brings us not infrequently. No flower can thrive in unbroken
light.

But in every solitude, if we wait patiently on the Lord, there are opportunities of service. There is always some inquiring soul in need
of the precise help we can give. There is an old story of some monks to whom the Book of Revelation was being read. At the end
each was asked to choose the promise he loved best. One said | will take this, “God shall wipe away all tears.” Another chose, “To
him that overcometh | will give to sit on my throne.” The third replied, “l would choose, ‘His servants shall serve Him.” This latter was
Thomas a Kempis, who afterwards wrote “The Imitation.”

“Not caring how to serve Thee much, But to please Thee perfectly.”

Meyer, F. B. Our Daily Homily

ACTS 9

Acts 9:1-31.

TODAY IN THE WORD

When Cambridge University student Thomas Bilney bought a Greek New Testament, his interest was purely academic. But when
Bilney opened God’s Word, he encountered the gospel and was transformed.

The Protestant Reformation was underway, so Bilney joined the Cambridge Protestants. He began preaching, but was arrested in
1527 and threatened into silence. But Bilney could not keep quiet. He was arrested, released, and in 1531 arrested one last time.
Condemned as a heretic, Bilney died at the stake for the gospel of Christ.

Like Bilney, Saul (later to be known as Paul) wasn't interested in the truth of the gospel when he first encountered Christ. But even
though Saul was a brilliant theologian and scholar, his interest wasn’t simply academic. He had murder in his heart toward the
followers of Jesus.

The narrative of Acts 9 is not complicated; and if you’ve been a Bible student for very long, you may know the details by heart. Let’s
make some observations from the standpoint of our theme this month: the spread of the gospel and the growth of the church.

First, it is beyond question that in Paul the church gained its greatest champion. Missionary, evangelist, theologian, writer of
Scripture—Paul did it all. His conversion was the driving force behind the spread of the gospel to the edges of the known world.

Paul's zeal is worth noting. He didn’t do anything halfheartedly, even as a persecutor of the church. He inspired fear in that role, as
Ananias could attest. And as a powerful preacher of the gospel, Paul inspired such hatred that his life was threatened even before
the ink on his baptismal certificate was dry!

TODAY ALONG THE WAY

Do you make an impact for Christ? Does the intensity of your commitment and love for the Lord make others sit up and take notice?



You may say, “Well, I'm no Paul.” True, there will probably never be another Paul. But God doesn’'t need another Paul to make a
lasting impact. He just needs us to give Him everything we have in everything we do for Him.

Acts 9:1-9
| became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God's grace given me through the working of his power. - Ephesians 3:7
TODAY IN THE WORD

When Jesus Christ decided it was time to go after the man who would, more than any other, lay the foundation of His church, He
knew exactly what it would take to get Saulattention. The Lord had to knock Saul's legs out from under him and put him on his face
before the great persecutor was ready to become the great apostle.by-four just to get the creature to look at him. The man who was
on his way to Damascus to arrest Christians was going with his face and his heart set like flint. that the followers of Jesus were
dangerous threats. But this banty rooster of an educated Jew was really the dangerous one. He had approved of Stephen's stoning
(Acts 8:1), and his threats against the other disciples were murderous (Acts 9:1). The voice from heaven didn't mince words, either.
In response to Saul's question, Jesus identified Himself by name and revealed the true nature of Saul's persecution. By harming
Jesus disciples, Paul was persecuting Jesus Himself.but when he got his Christology straight, he made an instant and complete
turnabout. In Acts 22, where Paul recounted the story of his conversion, he said that he asked Jesus, What shall | do, Lord? (v. 10).
architect of the church, and the one whose writings form the backbone of Christian theology.Although we tend to put him in a higher
league, Paul was the one who constantly reminded us that he was simply a sinner who had experienced God's grace and had gladly
given up everything to follow Jesus. And he has called us to do the same. The problem with studying a sterling example like Paul is
that too many of us figure that since we can't be like him, we can't do much.that he could reproduce a bunch of little Pauls, but so
that we would be brought to the place of total surrender to Christ. Wherever you are on that journey today, determine that in 1998
you will not settle for anything less than full obedience to Christ.

Acts 9:1-19
TODAY IN THE WORD

Ulysses S. Grant’s first command in the Civil War was over a regiment of lllinois volunteers. As he led his troops into battle against
the Confederates in northern Missouri, Grant reflected later: “My heart kept getting higher and higher until it felt to me as though it
was in my throat. | would have given anything then to have been back in lllinois.” But then the thought occurred to him that the
enemy had as much reason to fear him as he had to fear the enemy. Buoyed by his new insight, Grant laid aside his fears and went
forward into the battle.

Ananias of Damascus wished he could have stayed home the day he heard God’s voice calling him into “battle.” This otherwise
unknown disciple is usually remembered for his hesitation to obey God’s instructions concerning Saul. Ananias didn’t have advance
knowledge that Saul was no longer an enemy to be feared, but a brother to be embraced (v.17).

This is not an excuse for Ananias’ reluctance to obey, but his objections show him to be thoroughly human. Saul’s reputation as a
persecutor of the saints had preceded him. Evidently Ananias had heard that Saul was coming to Damascus, and he wanted nothing
to do with this Jewish zealot.

God’s answer to His reluctant hero included more information about Saul, who came to be known as Paul (Acts 13:9). But God also
repeated His command, and Ananias didn’t need to be told again. His obedience is admirable, and God rewarded Ananias by using
him to perform a notable miracle.

As he walked to the house of Judas on Straight Street, perhaps Ananias rehearsed what he would say. He may even have realized
the importance of what had happened to Saul and become excited about his new brother.

We don’'t know if he greeted Saul with firm or with trembling voice, but Ananias delivered his message faithfully before he
disappeared into history. Most of us can identify with Ananias because we don'’t consider ourselves particularly brave or heroic by
the world’s standards. But God measures heroism by a different standard: obedience. That's encouraging! Why? Because while we
may not have the strength or the skill to perform heroic feats, all of us can obey God.

Acts 9:1-19
Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? - Acts 9:4
TODAY IN THE WORD

Scientists at Oak Ridge National Laboratories in Tennessee believe spinach may help cure some forms of blindness. When they
extract certain proteins from this deep green vegetable and add them to retinal nerve cells, tests indicate the cells react to light in



ways that could give formerly blind people black-and-white vision. As part of photosynthesis, these spinach proteins send an
electrical impulse in response to light, which is what is needed for sight as well.

To heal Paul from his temporary blindness, God didn't use spinach; instead, He sent His servant Ananias not only with healing but
also with a prophetic message.

How did all this come about? Paul decided to take his crusade against Christians 150 miles away to Damascus, and was on his way
there when Christ appeared to him personally. He asked Paul, “Why do you persecute me?” (v. 4). Paul knew from the Pentateuch
that he was experiencing the glory of God, but it stunned and confused him to find Jesus speaking to him. Hadn't He started the
heresy that Paul was intent on stamping out? The Lord gave him a few days as a blind man to think it over and absorb the fact that
the truth was 180 degrees different from what he had been pursuing.

When Ananias received his assignment, he must have been stunned and confused as well. What—go do a healing miracle for
Christian Enemy #1? He expressed his doubts honestly in prayer, but ultimately he obeyed and did what the Lord said. He visited
Paul, lifted the physical blindness as Christ had removed the spiritual blindness, and prophesied that this persecutor would become
God's “chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel” (v. 15). Paul was
also filled with the Holy Spirit and baptized (v. 18).

Paul came to take prisoners, but God took him prisoner. He came in bondage, but God set him free. He came to cause suffering, but
joined the ranks of the sufferers. He believed in his own righteousness and worthiness, but found instead the righteousness and
worthiness of Christ.

TODAY ALONG THE WAY

Easter Sunday may be past already, but in light of Paul's remarkable testimony, re-reading one of the Passion narratives would be a
timely activity. Gospel passages to choose include Matthew 26-28; Mark 14-16; Luke 22-24; or John 18-20. Remember that the
crucified and risen Christ you find here is exactly the same Christ who met Paul on the Damascus road. And He's exactly the same
Christ whom you can trust, follow, and obey today!

Acts 9:1-19
By the grace of God | am what | am, and his grace to me was not without effect. - 1 Corinthians 15:10
TODAY IN THE WORD

In the mid-1700s, David Brainerd worked tirelessly to reach Native Americans with the gospel. Dying at the age of 29 after only five
years of ministry, he left behind journals which have inspired many later missionaries.

Brainerd suffered much for the gospel, both physically and spiritually: “It seemed to me | should never have any success among the
Indians. My soul was weary of my life; | longed for death, beyond measure.” Though his inexperience and lack of language skills
contributed to his problems, he persisted and was eventually blessed with converts.

Paul was also willing to endure hardship and suffering for the sake of the gospel. But he didn’t start out that way. When Christ met
him on the Damascus road, the future apostle’s life required radical changing. He was, in fact, an enemy of the fledgling church. The
believers had begun to carry out the Great Commission in the power of the Holy Spirit. Paul, a devout Jew, bitterly opposed and
persecuted them (cf. Phil. 3:4-7).

God did what we have seen Him do time and time again in Scripture. He met Paul, spoke to him personally, and transformed his life.
From that one encounter flowed consequences for most of the known world at that time—life-giving consequences ordained by God
as part of His eternal plan (cf. Gal. 1:15).

On a “hunting trip” to persecute more Christians, Paul saw a light from heaven. One thinks of Isaiah’s vision, or Jacob’s dream, or
the Transfiguration of Christ. And it was Christ Himself who appeared to Paul, for by persecuting His church, he was persecuting the
Lord. Christ mercifully revealed Himself to a man headed in the totally wrong direction, and gave him an opportunity to accept His
grace.

APPLY THE WORD

On the Damascus road, Christ met and transformed His enemy. He Himself commanded: “Love your enemies and pray for those
who persecute you” (Matt. 5:44).

Acts 9:1-19

You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. - Acts 1:8



TODAY IN THE WORD

In 1996, retiree and widower Reese Hurley from Cambridge, Maryland, got up from his rocking chair and headed for Africa. He’'d
been pondering how best to spend his remaining years, but at first had resisted God’s call to missions.

When he answered the call, he went all-out! He has been on short-term trips to Zimbabwe, Zambia, Kenya, Guatemala, Albania, and
other destinations, working to help orphans and others in need. He has also used his skills as an electrician on missions building
projects.

Reese is obeying the Great Commission, doing what Jesus Himself commanded us to do (Acts 1:. To take the gospel to the world is
to confront others with Christ’s reality, grace, and glory, a lesson shown in unforgettable fashion in today’s reading. Sometimes we
omit the fact that imitating Christ means we can also imitate His one recorded appearance after His Ascension—to Paul on the road to
Damascus.

Paul was ignorant, misguided, and zealous, a dangerous combination. But the risen Christ met him personally and powerfully,
leaving him physically and spiritually stunned. The blinded man had several days to think things over and completely reorient his
spiritual compass. He was transformed from a fervent persecutor to a sold-out believer, from a Pharisee to an apostle, and from a
Jesus-hater to a Jesus-lover. He would later share this very testimony before kings (see Acts 26).

TODAY ALONG THE WAY

How are your witness skills these days? If a friend, co-worker, or neighbor asked you about the gospel, how would you answer?
Here are two suggestions: Learning an evangelistic method can be helpful. If you've never done so, find out how to share the
“Romans Road,” the “Bridge,” or another effective gospel presentation. Practice with someone who knows the approach well.

Acts 9:1-31
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. - 1 Timothy 1:15
TODAY IN THE WORD

In his autobiographical work, Surprised by Joy, C. S. Lewis describes how the Lord persistently “closed in on” him. “You must picture
me alone... night after night, feeling ... the steady, unrelenting approach of Him whom | so earnestly desired not to meet. That which
| greatly feared had at last come upon me ... | gave in and admitted that God was God, and knelt and prayed; perhaps, that night,
the most dejected and reluctant convert in all England.”

As influential as C. S. Lewis's conversion has been, John Stott rightly notes that “Saul's ... is the most famous conversion in church
history.” In fact, Saul's conversion is recorded again in Acts 22 and Acts 26.

Somewhere along the 150-mile road between Jerusalem and Damascus, the one who was going to stamp out “the Way” was
instead stamped forever by the Lord Jesus. Notice the organic connection between Jesus and His body in the question, “Why do you
persecute me?” To persecute believers is to persecute Jesus Himse